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A DECADE OF IMPROVEMENT 


By Encar R. Harrtan 


The Annats for July, 1913, carried considerations for correcting and 
completing the Iowa State Capitol Grounds. The problem of placing 
the then proposed Allison Memorial is stated therein. Solution of this 
problem was presented to the Allison Memorial Commission through a 
plan of Mr. Emmanuel L. Masqueray. The correct placement set out 
was not only of the proposed Allison Memorial, but of all structures for 
all time that the state may need. 


The article shows the interest taken by the Allison Memorial Com- 
mission in the campaign for securing legislative approval of the plan. 
Of the Memorial Commission the chairman and motive force was General 
Grenville M. Dodge. In declining health General Dodge increased the 
fire of his spirit for this the last of his many memorials and for its cor- 
rect placement. This old fire is revealed through daily correspondence 
with the Curator and with others. 


The jury to award the commission to the sculptor had consisted of 
General G. M. Dodge, Governor B. F. Carroll, the Curator of the His- 
torical Department, Mr. Charles Grafley, dean of the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts, as sculptural expert, and Mr. E. L. Masqueray, 
chief of design of the St. Louis Exposition, 1903, architectural expert, 
the last two delegated by the National Sculpture Society. 


The plan Mr. Masqueray produced for the placement of the Allison 
Memorial was imbedded in an act adopted by the legislature which em- 
powered the Executive Council to carry it into effect. Mr. Masqueray 
continued under the Executive Council to study and develop his plan. 
He made free use of the facilities of the Historical Department for col- 
lecting data on American capitol landscape requirements. Governor 
Clarke, the Executive Council with him and its secretary, Mr. A. H. 
Davison, cordially embraced the Department in its consultations. The 
Curator of the Historical Department jealously preserved all data upon 
this period which in due time he will edit, annotate and publish. 


In the southerly entrance of the Capitol the group was stopped at the 
end of a tour with Mr. Masqueray to select a site for the memorial. 
The brusque chairman, General G. M. Dodge, turning to the sparkling 
Frenchman, Masqueray, inquired, “Where should it stand?” The re- 
sponse: “Think of now and this memorial alone and put it there,” indi- 
cating a point beyond the southeasterly angle of the Capitol ground. 
“Think of the futwre and put it where the black cow is,” on the second- 
ary axis, southward 600 feet from the Capitol in an alley separating 
two series of sheds and outhouses. We voted for the future. 


In May, 1913, after the plan was legally adopted, the writer retraced 
the steps of the jury of award, and with camera registered the views 
that had been pointed out and commented on by the expert strangers. 
In May, 1923, from fourteen of the eighty points photographed ten 
years earlier, companion views of the Capitol dome were made and are 
herewith reproduced. The original negatives were made on private 
order of the writer by the Hostetler Studio, Des Moines. The views 
are herewith presented for purposes of study. 
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Looking southward 600 feet. 
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Looking southward 600 feet. 
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MAY 1, 1928. 


Looking northward 900 feet along the secondary axis of the Capitol. 
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IOWA POLITICAL CONVENTIONS AND PLATFORMS 


By Davin C. Morr 


We plan to publish in the ANNats, so as to make available to 
the student of Iowa affairs, those of the platforms of the polit- 
ical parties of Iowa that have been promulgated since the begin- 
ning of its territorial existence, which have not already been 
placed in standard and recognized publications. 

In 1881 Herbert S. Fairall of Iowa City published his “Man- 
ual of Iowa Politics,” to which in 1882, 1883, and 1884 he pub- 
lished supplements. In this work he put in brief space a large 
amount of information concerning Iowa’s conventions, platforms, 
and elections reaching from the beginning of the territory to and 
including 1883. A large part of the platform portions of this 
material was republished in 1883 by the Union Publishing Com- 
pany of Springfield, Illinois, in a number of county histories of 
Iowa, but they added nothing new. In the “Iowa Official Regis- 
ter’ of 1890 appear the political platforms of 1889, and since 
that date that invaluable document has contained the platforms 
of the state conventions of Iowa as they have been promulgated 
from year to year. It is our purpose to supply those of 1840, 
which were omitted from the ‘Manual of Iowa Politics,” and 
those from 1883 to 1889, the interim between those published in 
the “Manual of Iowa Politics’ and the “Iowa Official Register.” 

While there seems to be some effort on the part of the authors 
of platforms to take both sides of certain issues for political ex- 
pediency, yet all in all these platforms from 1840 to now, show 
the gradual change or evolution of popular opinion in our state 
in a most interesting way. This is evident by what appears in 
them on human slavery, on the Mexican War, on the prosecu- 
tion of the War for the Union, on the enfranchisement of the 
Negroes, on the resumption of specie payments, onthe protective 
tariff, on prohibition of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors, on the control of corporations, on the control of railway 
fares and freight rates, on the abolition of railway passes, on 


woman suffrage, and on numerous other subjects. 


22 
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The history of the origin and growth of political conventions 
both for nominating candidates and making platforms, abounds 
in interest. At the time Iowa became a territory, 1838, the Re- 
public of the United States was sarcely half a century old. Dele- 
gate political conventions were almost a new contrivance. They 
did not come at the beginning of the republic, but had to be 
evolved, and without the benefit of experience or precedents. 
The nominations of candidates for district and state officers were 
made for a long time in a miscellaneous and mixed way, mostly 
by acknowledged local leaders. At last members of some of the 
legislatures began to assume the responsibility of nominating 
candidates for state officers in caucuses, and that plan spread to 
practically all the states. Out of the state nominating legisla- 
tive caucus arose the Congressional nominating caucus, which 
took a hand in nominating presidential candidates, encroaching 
on the prerogatives of the electors.’ 

George Washington had no opposition in his two elections to 
the presidency, neither had John Adams to the vice-presidency. 
Adams had sufficient support in 1796 so there was no other Fed- 
eralist candidate, and Jefferson was the Anti-Federalist candi- 
date, and the election resulted in making Adams president and 
Jefferson vice-president. In 1800 the Federalist senators and 
representatives in Congress held a secret caucus to agree on 
whom their party would support, and the Anti-Federalists did 
the same, and from that time for the next twenty-five years the 
Congressional Caucus selected the party candidates for presi- 
dent and vice-president. It is true the Federalists were prac- 
tically annihilated about 1800, but each four years the Anti- 
Federalists, or Republicans as they began to call themselves, 
held their Congressional Caucus each four years and agreed on 
their candidates. Thus Madison was selected in 1808 and Mon- 
roe in 1816. The electors became the obedient servants of the 
Congressional Caucus. 

By 1824 great opposition had developed against the usurpa- 
tions of “King Caucus.” The people were coming to resent 
members of the legislative department taking it on themselves 
to select the executive, and they began to demand a more popu- 


SPE, erected and the Organization of Political Parties,” by M. Ostrogorski, 
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lar method of nomination. State legislative caucuses frequently 
nominated or recommended candidates for president, but while 
this was one step nearer to the people, it was still unsatisfactory 
in principle. Andrew Jackson and his friends led the fight 
against “King Caucus.” The election of 1824 was one of con- 
fusion so far as the nominations and party organizations were 
concerned, and the Congressional Caucus to nominate candidates 
failed to function for the first time since 1800.2 John Quincy 
Adams was elected, but by 1828 the plan of delegate nominating 
conventions had sprung up in many states, and it was principally 
by means of them and of popular assemblages that the candidates 
of that year were endorsed or nominated. Andrew Jackson was 
elected president. 

In preparation for the election of 1832 the Anti-Masonic party 
held the first general or national convention at Philadelphia in 
September, 1830, with delegates present from nine states. They 
made no nomination then but referred it to another national con- 
vention to meet at Baltimore in September, 1831, each state to 
have as many delegates as it had members of Congress. That 
convention met according to call and nominated William Wirt 
for president, and it has the distinction of being the first na- 
tional nominating convention in the United States.” The Na- 
tional-Republican party (afterward called the Whig party) 
promptly followed with a national convention at Baltimore, De- 
cember 12, 1831, with delegates apportioned to each state ac- 
cording to its number of electoral votes. Seventeen states were 
represented and Henry Clay was nominated. The Democratic- 
Republican party (soon afterward called the Democratic party) 
held the first national convention of that historic organization at 
Baltimore, May 21, 1832.4 Each state was apportioned as many 
votes in the convention as it had presidential electors, and two- 
thirds of the whole number of votes was made necessary for a 
nomination. As the party had already accepted Jackson for re- 
election by popular meetings, this convention was called only to 


2McMasters’ “History of the People of the United States,’ Vol. V, p. 62. 
8McMasters’ ‘History of the People of the United States,” Vol. V, p. 127. 


4This convention was presided over by Robert Lucas of Ohio, who that year 
was elected governor of Ohio, and who in 1838 was appointed the first governor 
of Iowa Territory, 
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nominate a candidate for vice-president, and it chose Martin Van 
Buren. Thus was evolved and launched the national conven- 
tions whose functions were to nominate candidates for president 
and vice-president, and they soon came also to promulgate plat- 
forms of principles. State conventions quickly began to co-ordi- 
nate with them. 

On May 20, 1835, the Democrats held their national conven- 
tion at Baltimore and nominated Van Buren as their candidate 
for the election to be held the next year. The Whigs held no 
national convention and their electoral votes were divided be- 
tween William Henry Harrison and Daniel Webster. 

We have now reached the place in the history of party gov- 
ernment in the republic when Iowa became one of the units of 
political activity. Iowa was erected as a territory in 1838. The 
first election in the new territory was for members of the Terri- 
torial Legislative Assembly and for a delegate to Congress. 
Party lines were not closely drawn and the territory was over- 
whelmingly Democratic. No territorial conventions were held 
that year. The election resulted in William W. Chapman of Des 
Moines County being chosen by the following vote :° 


William W. Chapman, Des Moines County, Democrat.......... 1,490 
Peter H. Engle, Dubuque County, Democrat... 1,454 


B. F. Wallace, Henry County, Whig... 913 
David Rorer, Des Moines County, Democrat.oiccccccccccncoennn 695 
[Lawrence] Taliaferro [Indian Agent at St. Peters]... 30 

Lotal «cs cee Secs ate eke ee 4,492 


The second election in Iowa Territory was in 1839 when the 
Second Legislative Assembly was chosen. It attracted little at- 
tention. But the election of 1840 stirred the country from end 
to end. The Whigs nominated Harrison while the Democrats re- 
nominated Van Buren. This became the famous “Tippecanoe 
and Tyler too,” or “Log Cabin” and “Hard Cider” campaign. 
During it both the Democrats and Whigs of Iowa held territor- 
ial conventions. 


5Fairall’s “Manual of Iowa Politics,” Diu 


8St. Peters was on the St. Peters River, now called the Mi i 
some sixty miles southwest of the location of the present city of St. Pau Went 
pfs We ch carrie St. Peter’s location, as well as what is now the two 
Eno 4 ma what is west of the Missouri River, was then a part of Iowa 
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Democratic TERRITORIAL CoNVENTION, 1840 


The Democrats held a territorial convention at Blooming- 
ton (Muscatine) on July 9, 1840, and nominated a candidate for 
delegate to Congress and adopted a platform. This convention 
is of more than passing interest because it was the first territorial 
political convention ever held in Iowa, and because it adopted a 
“non-interference with slavery’ platform. Des Moines, Lee, Van 
Buren, Louisa, Washington, Muscatine, Johnson, Scott, Cedar, 
Jones, Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, Buchanan, Jackson, and 
Linn counties were represented. The following were made per- 
manent officers of the conyention: Major George Temple of Des 
Moines County, president; Samuel Holliday of Muscatine Coun- 
ty, Silas Smith, of Van Buren County, John Reynolds of Louisa 
County, and D. Hendershot of Des Moines County, vice-presi- 
dents; and J. M. Isett of Muscatine County, Dr. J. N. Haslett 
of Lee County, Colonel Charles Nealley of Des Moines County, 
and F. H. Lee of Johnson County, secretaries. 

On motion of General Finch of Van Buren County, it was re- 
solved unanimously that a committee be appointed to address 
letters to the Honorable Thomas H. Benton of Missouri and to 
the Honorable John C. Calhoun of South Carolina and invite 
them to visit Iowa Territory. Augustus C. Dodge of Burlington 
was then nominated for delegate to Congress, receiving 130 votes 
to 75 for Francis Gehon of Dubuque. A platform was then 
adopted. As it was not included in Fairall’s “Manual of Iowa 
Politics,’ we give it herewith: 


Whereas, The time is not far distant when the territory of lowa will 
add another star to our glorious banner, and it is very important that 
she should harmonize with the measures of the general government, 
thereby giving strength to the Union; and 

Whereas, It is equally important that our delegate in Congress for 
the time being should represent the feelings and wishes of the people 
of Iowa, a vast majority of whom are decidedly Democratic; therefore 

Resolved, That this convention approve of the course of Martin Van 
Buren as calculated to advance the interests of a majority of the 
people, and that he has administered the government upon the pure 
Republican principles of Washington and Jefferson, and that in him 
the Democracy have an individual pre-eminently qualified to carry out 
the great measures of the party, thereby rendering our Union perma- 
nent; and that in his re-election we have an additional guarantee for 
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the welfare and perpetuity of our beloved country and that the West 
can favorably look to him as the first president who has with an un- 
tiring zeal stood boldly forth in the defense of her rights and interests 
in the recommendation of a permanent pre-emption law in opposition 
to the Federal party, who with equal zeal have been opposed to the 
best interests of the great West, thereby cancelling all claims on her 
citizens for their support. 

Resolved, That although we have no vote, we recommend Martin 
Van Buren to the Democracy of the Union for president, and Richard 
M. Johnson as vice-president. 

Resolved, That this convention unanimously concur with his Excel- 
lency, M. Van Buren in the sentiments contained in his inaugural ad- 
dress on the subject of slavery, both in the District of Columbia and 
also in the states in which it exists. 

“T then declare that if the desire of those of my countrymen who 
were favorable to my election was gratified, I must go into the presi- 
dential chair the inflexible and uncompromising opponent of every at- 
tempt on the part of Congress to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia against the wishes of the slaveholding states and also with a 
determination equally decided to resist the slightest interference with 
it in the states where it exists.” 

Resolved, That it is the banking system as conducted by the Federal 
party which has caused the derangements in the currency of our coun- 
try by expansions and contractions to the amount of from between 
thirty-six and forty millions in order to force the people into the sup- 
port of their measures, and that the banks and the Federal party are 
the sole cause of all the panics and the reduction of the price of labor 
and the products of our country. 

Resolved, That we will yield our cordial support to General A. C. 
Dodge, the nominee of this convention, and that we pledge ourselves to 
use all fair means for his election.’ 


Wuie TrerrirortaL Convention, 1840 


On July 29, 1840, there was held at Bloomington (Musca- 
tine) a Whig territorial convention, the first held in Iowa by 
that party. This was not a delegate convention, but was called 
a “congress of the people,” and was attended by interested Whig 
citizens from Des Moines, Lee, Louisa, Cedar, Muscatine, Scott, 
and Linn counties, Des Moines and Lee furnishing the larger 
delegations.” The meeting was held in a grove in the town. 


TIowa Sun, Davenport, July 25, 1840. i 
idderek Trcharimees or tent » 1840. (In the newspaper collection of the 


8Territorial Gazette and Advertiser, Burli 
newspaper collection of the Historical Necareeamee "ot quest So te Oe 
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Previous to the organization a “very handsome standard was 
presented by the ladies of Bloomington, through Mr. Woodward, 
to the Tippecanoe Club of Muscatine County, which was re- 
sponded to by the president of the club, Mr. Lowe.” Mr. Whicher 
of Bloomington and Mr. Learned of Burlington also made ad- 
dresses. 

The convention, or “congress,” was then organized by electing 
Isaac Leffler of Des Moines County, president; Joseph Webster 
of Lee County, Francis Ford of Cedar County, Levi Thornton of 
Louisa County, Mathew Mathews of Muscatine County, and 
Thomas J. McKean of Linn County, vice-presidents; and W. G. 
Woodward of Muscatine County, and E. Thomas of Wapello 
County, secretaries. 

On motion of Mr. Learned the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we unanimously pledge ourselves to give our warmest 
support to the candidate who shall be selected by this meeting to repre- 
sent this territory in the next Congress, and that we will use all fair 
and honorable means to secure his election. 

Resolved, That in order to obtain the sense of this meeting in regard 
to a candidate for delegate to Congress, the citizens form themselves 
into line, that two tellers be appointed to receive the votes as the citi- 
zens pass and give in the name of the candidate they prefer, that the 
votes so given shall be taken down by the secretaries, and if no one 
candidate shall receive a majority of all the votes given a second vote 
shall be taken in like manner for the two highest candidates, and the 
one haying a clear majority of all the votes taken shall be declared the 
candidate selected by this meeting. 


On the adoption of General Learned’s second resolution, the 
vote was taken and resulted as follows: 


NW an Tt Bar IN sess iene gaat. ee ent MRE eee eR 120 
VEAREOUTS GAVE i on oe aire neta pe Ol 
Se AQUA GUC AVES cecal OP Se nr Se ee 11 


Mr. Rich was declared the nominee and Mr. Viele addressed 
the meeting in Mr. Rich's support. 

The following committee was appointed by the chair to report 
an address to the citizens of the territory: Messrs. Learned of 
Des Moines County, Whicher of Muscatine County, Taylor of 
Lee County, Watts of Scott County, and Grimes of Des Moines 


County. 5 
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A Territorial Central Committee was appointed as follows: 
R. P. Lowe, J. W. Brady, J. W. Richman, Moses Perrin, and 
W. G. Woodward. 

The committee to draft an address to the people of the terri- 
tory made their report, which was read and unanimously adopted. 
It is as follows: 

Fellow Citizens: When you reflect that the Constitution has invested 
the people of these United States and territories with the privilege of 
selecting their public functionaries, and by their free and voluntary 
suffrages of placing them’in power, you will readily see and understand 
what an important duty devolves on you and how sacredly that duty 
should be observed and performed. As a portion of the great body 
of the people of this territory, assembled here in a primary meeting of 
citizens to select and recommend to your consideration a suitable candi- 
date to represent the people of Iowa in the next Congress of the United 
States to be supported by the friends of General Harrison at the ap- 
proaching election in October next, we claim the privilege of addressing 
you upon the occasion, and of invoking your active and zealous co- 
operation to accomplish this important object. ; 

Whenever in the course of events a time arrives when the govern- 
ment has been so unwisely administered by the administration in power 
as to lose the confidence of the great body of the people of the coun- 
try; if from any cause it has become grossly profligate and corrupt; 
if the true interests of the nation are disregarded, or are sacrificed in 
a struggle to continue in authority from a love of official power; if the 
honest confidence which the people have reposed in their public servants 
is abused and their wants and distresses are treated with careless in- 
difference; when, year after year, a system of policy is pursued which 
proves that the interest of the government is separated from that of 
the people, and by a lavish waste of the public revenue heavy burthens 
are laid upon the country to provide for the current expenses of the 
government, which the people must pay—when these things become so 
apparent and oppressive that a change is imperiously demanded, and 
public opinion proclaims aloud its necessity, it becomes a paramount 
duty with every citizen who regards his own rights, and the honor, pros- 
perity, and happiness of the country, to raise his voice in the general 
cry and unite in a vigorous effort to effect a reform. That time, it 
seems to us, has now arrived. And although we have but a single dele- 
gate to Congress to elect from our territory, and have no voice in the 
approaching election of a president of the United States, yet events of 
such thrilling interest have transpired under the present administration 
of the national government that we are called upon by one common 
destiny to stand to our rights in support of our principles and, if in no 
other way, by our approbation and example, to shed our influence upon 
others, and stimulate them to perseverance and active exertion. 
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It has not been our policy, at the present time, to make this election 
turn upon party politics. Our object has been to select an able and 
competent man, whose services we can command, to represent the inter- 
ests of the people of this territory in the Congress of the United States. 
And if this whole matter had been left to the decision of the party to 
which we belong, that selection would have been made and our candi- 
date would have been supported for his superior qualifications to fill 
the station, and not for his party predilections. But that calm and 
even course was not left us to pursue. The restless ambition of our 
political opponents, their warm zeal as partisans to manifest their de- 
. votion to Mr. Van Buren, and to approbate the measures of his ad- 
ministration, however disastrous to the nation those measures have 
proved in their practical operation, urged them to a different course. 
We believe, too, that a mistaken confidence in their numerical. strength 
induced them, early to change a noncommittal policy for an attitude of 
party defiance, trusting no doubt in their party strength, with the ready 
aid of official influence, to control the opinions of the free and independ- 
ent citizens of this territory, to overawe their actions, and secure their 
votes to carry out their measures and sustain them in power. And to 
render this course doubly sure, a packed caucus of interested partisan 
politicians met together—interest, ambition and party management 
“kissed each other”—they selected their candidate, a gentleman and a 
citizen personally unexceptionable (but one who now holds a lucrative 
responsible office under the general government), to represent this terri- 
tory in Congress, making the lines of party discrimination too palpable 
to be mistaken by any one. ‘This is, indeed, “treading in the footsteps,” 
and carrying out the principle that “to the victors belong the spoils.” 
From the official station of their candidate under Mr. Van Buren, it is 
to be supposed that he will be supported for his devotion to his fortunes 
and strong attachment to. his system of measures, and the general pol- 
icy of his administration. We shall not censure him for such a course, 
presuming that he believes it to be right and proper, but it shows a 
reason why we should pursue a different line. We believe the general 
policy of Mr. Van Buren’s administration and the measures he has 
adopted and seems determined to pursue while he continues in power, 
if persevered in, will tend to subvert the free republican institutions 
of our country, and will prove destructive to our highest interests. We 
believe that a change in the administration is necessary to put a check 
to such a system of wild misrule, that a change is required to preserve 
our constitutional rights and our liberties. 


We believe that, without this, we are rapidly progressing to an arbi- 
trary and a despotic government, and a concentration of power in the 
hands of the executive as dangerous to the liberties of the people of 
this country as monarchy itself. Is not a timely check to such a sys- 
tem of wild experiments, gross mismanagement, and licentious doctrines, 
as have characterized our public affairs and the party which has con- 
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ducted them for years past, impericusly demanded? Amidst the in- 
trigues and secret corruption that a reckless struggle for power gen- 
erally originates and brings into requisition, will any friend to his 
country contend that a change of administration is not required, and 
if obtained, must prove salutary? It is the constitutional remedy placed 
in the hands of the people, to be used whenever occasion demands it. 
The remedy is now needed to restore the nation again to the sober 
guidance of the Constitution and strict republican principles of policy, 
such as have characterized our former days of prosperity and happi- 
ness. 


In all of our proceedings, therefore, we have been actuated by a sense 
of duty, rather than by any desire to engage in a warm and exciting 
political controversy. We have been forced into this course of events, 
over which we have had no control, and we must have surrendered our 
privileges as free men into the hands of political opponents, and su- 
pinely have waited the election of a Van Buren delegate to Congress, 
to aid in sustaining that mischievous system of measures which has 
already brought so much distress upon the country, so far as his power 
and influence extend; and which by executive influence, party manage- 
ment, and intrigue has succeeded in such an organization of both houses 
in Congress, as insures their support. The passage of the Subtreasury 
Bill has fastened upon the country, for a time at least, that odious and 
unconstitutional measure of the present administration. The purse and 
the sword of the nation are now united in the hands of the executive, 
to be used under his dictation, through the creatures of his appoint- 
ment, holding their offices at his will and pleasure. 


The Globe, the supple organ of the administration, proclaims the 
passage of this bill in strains of lofty exultation, and calls it another 
declaration of independence. It is, indeed, too true! It declares the 
executive independent of the people and the Constitution, and substi- 
tutes in their place the sovereign will and pleasure of the President. 
Like Pandora’s box, this Van Buren casket of political evils, which the 
senator from South Carolina has lent all his aid and influence to open 
upon us, and which he might more appropriately call a bill of abomi- 
nations than he did General Jackson’s Force Bill, received the signature 
of its illustrious God-father on July 4, 1840. Let this be remembered 
by the American people: that on this eventful day, hallowed by time, 
and the feelings of Americans, and consecrated to liberty, the Consti- 
tution that was framed by our fathers and purchased with their blood, 
has received its first deep and ghastly wound, from the hands of Mr. 
Van Buren and his partisans in power. Sixty-four years from the day 
of our Declaration of Independence from British tyranny, the govern- 
ment of the United States declared itself independent of the people, 
by the adoption of this odious scheme. Our first Declaration of Inde- 
pendence proclaimed our freedom from British despotism; the second 
proclaims the despotism of the people’s servants who have been so long 
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pampered in power that they fearlessly assume the attitude of our 
masters—the despotism of our own government in which the people 
confided. Is not a change necessary? When this measure was first 
started General Jackson, with honest indignation, declared it “disor- 
ganizing and revolutionary.” “Has the leopard changed his spots, or 
the Ethiopian his skin,” by the fond dalliance of Mr. Van Buren and 
his associates? 

A portion of the people of this territory, among whom may be ranked 
most of this assembly, cherish with grateful pride the recollection that 
the framers of the Constitution were among the first to resist the odious 
attempts of the British government to reduce the American colonies to 
abject despotic servitude. As their descendants we have long enjoyed 
the peace, prosperity, and freedom secured to us by our Revolutionary 
struggle, and we can neither forget the price at which these blessings 
were obtained, nor our duty to preserve them unimpaired, and hand 
them down to future ages as the richest legacy that posterity can re- 
ceive from us. In a republican government like ours the officers of 
government rank no higher than the humblest citizen; for here station 
confers only the means of doing good by an upright and faithful dis- 
charge of public duty, without rank or prerogative, and without any 
exclusive privileges or claim to rule, except in the name and by the au- 
thority of the people. Hence it is the unquestionable right and an im- 
perious duty enjoined upon the people at all times and upon all polit- 
ical occasions to take the control of their own affairs into their own 
hands, to express their will upon all subjects of public concern, and 
when the occasion demands it, to visit with their sternest rebuke every 
dark intrigue, every ambitious project and abuse of confidence which 
threaten to subvert their interests and to innovate upon their consti- 
tutional rights and privileges. 

The present time is full of admonition. We have reason to fear 
that the process of innovation, which has proved fatal to every free 
government that has hitherto existed, has been and still is actively 
exerting its baneful influence in our own country. If history furnishes 
us with any guide, all human institutions are prone to corruption and 
abuse; and the most efficient and salutary check that can be opposed 
is to be found in the virtues and ‘intelligence of an enlightened people, 
and in their constant vigilance. We need not expect what the world 
has never yet seen—a perfect government. And while we would exer- 
cise a proper charity towards those who may differ with us in opinion 
of public men and public measure, yet we deem it necessary on this 
occasion to speak with perfect freedom, but with candor, on every 
pertinent subject of interest to our country. 

We have not forgotten that our federal and state governments have 
been founded upon principles of mutual conciliation and compromise. 
It would be both unwise and unjust, therefore, to indulge in a spirit 
of hostility towards any portion of our country where local interests 
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may differ from our own. We only mean on this occasion to invite our 
fellow citizens, who have congregated in our territory from every state 
in the Union, to reflect seriously and calmly upon the great and por- 
tentious questions of policy which involve not only the highest interests 
of our whole country, but its future destiny. 


It is a subject to be deeply regretted that the election of any public 
functionary should in any degree become the subject of a high and 
often of a dangerous excitement. And this is now, in a great degree, 
owing to the reckless and licentious spirit of the press. The vast power 
and patronage conferred upon the executive of the nation by the Con- 
stitution, without seeking to extend them by unfair means or by im- 
plication—power and patronage that have naturally resulted from the 
legitimate operations of the government and the unexampled increase 
of our population and national resources—would have alarmed the 
framers of our Constitution, if they could have foreseen such results 
within the short period of little more than half a century. It probably 
would have taught them that, as it is the nature of power to concen- 
trate itself, it would be wise to restrain this tendency, and by some 
greater safeguards than the Constitution now possesses, to check such 
an immense accumulation of power in the hands of the executive. But 
with this daily augmentation of power, the present chief magistrate is 
not satisfied. His craving ambition is daily seeking, through the sub- 
treasury, the standing army bill, and other contingent measures, to 
increase it. The power and patronage conferred upon the executive 
by the Constitution, and wisely and discreetly exercised, is sufficient to 
tempt the ambition of the best man, and certainly is enough to encour- 
age the machinations and intrigues of those less scrupulous. The ex- 
perience of the last few years should teach us that the apprehensions 
which were felt by many of the framers of the Constitution, that too 
much power had been given to the executive department, were justly 
entertained. ‘Too much power in the hands of the executive has always 
been most dreaded by the Republican party in the nation. This had 
always been considered by them as the most dangerous feature in our 
system, and the weakest point in the Constitution, and one that threat- 
ens to become most dangerous to the liberties of the people. Power in 
the hands of one man has no other restraints than the dictates of his 
will, but when diffused among a number it becomes weakened in degree, 
because all must be consulted and be united in its exercise. Thus each 
serves as a check to the other, and in this rests the safety of the people 
and the public interest. The executive branch of our government is 
the great absorbent of political power, and unless it is timely checked 
in its career, sooner or later, will swallow up all that the people will 
suffer to be wrested from them. How strongly does this fact appeal 
to their firmness, and their constant vigilance! 


The powers that are necessarily delegated to any department of goy- 
ernment for any purposes of general good, if improperly directed, be- 


ns 
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come a power also to do evil. What powerful reasons therefore the 
last few years have furnished the American people with, to induce 
them to desire a change of measures by the administration, and to 
effect that object, a change of men in power. 

Among the innovations that time and human frailty have stamped 
upon democratic institutions, there are none more dangerous and alarm- 
ing than those which seek to unite, in the hands of the executive, the 
two great levers of political power, the purse and the sword. By the 
union of this power all the ancient republics of the world have been 
overturned and destroyed. The subtreasury has united them in the 
hands of Mr. Van Buren; and with the aid of Mr. Poinsett’s Army Bill, 
with a hundredth part of the military talents, and bold and manly dar- 
ing of a Jackson, our Constitution would prove but a rope of sand, 
the first revolutionary breath would drift it to the four winds of heaven. 


With the incorruptible virtue of Washington, the wisdom of Jeffer- 
son, the profound political intelligence of Madison, the calm benignity 
and inflexible fortitude of Monroe, with numerous others, high examples 
of public worth and private virtue before the eyes of the American 
people, and on whom they have been accustomed to look with confidence 
and not with distrust, it is natural that they should have learned to be- 
stow their confidence readily and without suspicion. They have been 
long accustomed to witness the integrity of the patriot rather than to 
suspect the chicanery of the demagogue, in those who aspired to their 
favor. It is true that these venerable sages of former and better days 
in this republic had high claims upon their country’s gratitude which 
the people were anxious to acknowledge. But they have passed away 
like the years that blessed us with the efforts of their wisdom, and 
have left their exalted stations to be filled by others who, if their deeds 
bear testimony of their desires, would not repine if memory had lost 
its power, and moral and political virtue its influence upon the Amer- 
ican people, that no invidious comparisons between the past and the 
present could be drawn to wound them by regret, or admonish them of 
evils to come. 

The one hundred and thirty thousand office holders under the general 
government are dependent on the executive will, either directly or indi- 
retly, and they are thus interested to preserve his favor and secure that 
of his successor. Hence the impropriety and mischief resulting from 
any executive using his immense official influence in favor of a successor. 
It is in this way that the hopes of those who desire office within the 
gift of the president, as well as the fears of those in office who hold 
their offices under him, are brought to bear with concentrated force 
upon our elections. ‘Thus in England and the United States, the gov- 
ernment throughout all its branches and dependencies may effectually 
be arrayed against the people before they feel its influence. Bot the 
people should not be surprised at this. Let them reflect that innova- 
tions are always practised under some popular guise or name that is 
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dear to the people, and with ardent professions for their interests and 
respect for their rights. Hence the name of Republican, and of Demo- 
crat, have often been assumed by parties in England, France, and in 
this country. In the two former, to establish a monarchy upon the 
ruins of republican institutions—in this country, to conceal monarchial 
doctrines, and engraft them upon the ruins of republican principles. 
It is so even now, the Democracy of Mr. Van Buren and his adminis- 
tration was the ultra Federalism of 1798-1800. Nor is it strange that 
it should be so when almost every ultra Federalist of that time who 
now survives is enlisted in his ranks, and supports and applauds his 
measures. The man was formerly esteemed a Federalist who was in 
favor of increasing the power of the general government in some one 
of its departments. Is not this the policy of Mr. Van Buren and his 
modern democracy of numbers? Look, fellow citizens, once more at his 
Subtreasury Bill and the standing army. That man was formerly held 
to be a Democrat who was opposed to any increase of executive power 
and patronage, and who advocated the doctrine of checking the powers 
of the general government and confining them within their constitutional 
limits; and who was in favor of preserving as much power as possible 
in the hands of the people, by whom it is not likely to be abused, and 
in whose hands it has no natural tendency to accumulate. Such was the 
policy of Washington, Jefferson, Madison and Monroe. Such was the 
policy and doctrines of the Democrats under the administration of Mr. 
Jefferson, when many of the modern Van Buren Democrats, the Fed- 
eralists of that time, by way of reproach for such principles of policy, 
branded the whole Jeffersonian Democracy of the country with the op- 
probrious names of Jacobins. Such has ever since been the policy and 
doctrine of the Whigs throughout this country, and yet these sub- 
treasury champions style themselves Democrats now, and do not blush 
at the base fabrication when they brand the whole Jeffersonian Democ- 
racy of the country, with their own legitimate title, Federalist. But “by 
their works ye shall know them,” and they deceive themselves if they 
think that the mark of Cain is so easily effaced, or that the people are to 
be thus deceived. 


Amidst the scenes of atrocity upon the bloodstained fields of France 
during her Revolution, various expedients were resorted to which, while 
they seemed to give freedom and effect to the popular will, absolutely 
overawed and controlled it. The establishment of clubs, eabals, and 
caucuses were composed of a few selected partisans who were devoted 
to the interest of some popular leader, or of such as desired to lead 
public opinion themselves, assembled together, devised and proclaimed 
their measures in the name of the people, as if the people had been con- 
sulted, and they had derived their powers of action from them. Such 
was the character of the caucus lately held in this place by our modern 
Democracy, or the history of that memorable assemblage of 260 dele- 
gates, multum in parvo, is a libel. In various portions of the United 
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States this caucus system has been in full practice, and in none with 
more skill and success than in the state of New York. In this school 
of caucuses Mr. Van Buren received his education in political tactics, 
and few scholars have discovered a greater aptitude to learn. His par- 
tisans, quite familiarized now “to treading in the footsteps,” “deem it 
glory enough to serve under such a chief,’ and strange as it may seem, 
the practice has reached this territory, distant as it is from the focus of 
power and the influence of example. 


Although we have no voice in the presidential election, yet we have 
as deep an interest in a change in the national administration as the 
citizens of the states. All the evils to be apprehended from a continu- 
ance of the present dominant party in power, and the good that we be- 
lieve will result to the nation by the election of General Harrison to 
the presidency, we share in common with our fellow citizens throughout 
the country. All seem to feel and admit now that a change is neces- 
sary, at least all those who believe that it is wise and salutary to re- 
trace our steps, and endeavor to get back again to those plain repub- 
lican principles of policy when the government was administered in the 
pure spirit of the Constitution; when the whole nation was prosperous, 
contented, and full of hope and confidence; when we had a sound cur- 
rency, and the principle prevailed that the money which answered all 
the business purposes of the people likewise answered all the purposes 
of the people’s government which received its revenue from the people, 
and disbursed it again to the people; and when our rulers sought their 
highest reward for their services in the approbation of their con- 
sciences, and of their fellow citizens. And is it strange when the intel- 
ligent people of the country compare the measures of the present ad- 
ministration with those that have preceded, that they should lose their 
confidence in its wisdom and its purity? When they review Mr. Van 
Buren’s past and present public conduct, is it calculated to inspire the 
nation with confidence? We think not, and we will lay before you 
some of our reasons for this opinion. 


Mr. Van Buren seems to have commenced his political career in hos- 
tility to the Republican administration of this national government, and 
in support of Federal measures and the Federal party. In 1812 we 
find him arrayed against Mr. Madison, and uniting with the Federal 
party to defeat his re-election, and to elect Mr. Clinton. The triumph 
of Mr. Madison shed new light upon his political path, and he shortly 
after abandoned his Federal allies. In 1820 Mr. Van Buren was a 
member of the Senate of New York, which adopted the resolutions in- 
structing Rufus King, their senator in Congress, to vote for the admis- 
sion of Missouri into the Union as a state, only upon the condition that 
slavery was abolished there. Soon after this we find him voting for 
the re-election of Mr. King to the United States Senate under these 
instructions. And is it not well known that Mr. King until his death 
ranked at the head and front of the Federal party, and was an ultra 
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of the old Federal school of ’98? Did this look like Democracy, or like 
Federalism? In 1812 Mr. Van Buren was a member of the state con- 
vention to revise the constitution of the state of New York. Without 
impugning his motives, he voted to extend the right of suffrage to free 
Negroes with a property qualification, while he supported a measure 
which would have denied the right to the poor white citizen without 
such qualification. 

Mr. Van Buren has been charged with being the author of that reck- 
less system of proscription for political opinions, which is so dangerous 
to the freedom of opinion in our country, and which has been so fre- 
quently abused. This system had its origin in the state of New York, 
in that subtle school of Machivelian politics where he received his train- 
ing. The advocates of that system have long practiced upon, and 
avowed this apt and modern Democratic maxim, and which has been 
found congenial to their policy, that “the spoils belong to the victors.” 
Was this proscriptive power ever seriously felt, or complained of from 
the national government, until Mr. Van Buren came into the cabinet? 
Mr. Van Buren seems to be the only American statesman who ever 
openly attempted to enlist the influence of foreign governments in the 
struggles of parties at home. If any one doubts this, let him look at his 
correspondence with the British government and the Pope of Rome 
when he was secretary of state. Is there another man in the nation 
who would seek to gratify his ambition for office by thus sacrificing the 
independence of his country? Notwithstanding his constitutional ob- 
jections to a United States Bank, previous to the veto of General 
Jackson to the bill to recharter the old bank, he applied for the estab- 
lishment of a branch of that monster at the city of Albany, the head- 
quarters of his safety-fund system. 


If we regard the means employed, the influence brought to bear, and 
prostitute the purity of the elective franchise in order to re-elect Mr. 
Van Buren to the presidency—or the whole course and tenor of his pub- 
lic conduct, we feel constrained by a sense of duty we owe to our- 
selves, by the rectitude of our principles, and the deep interest we feel 
for the lasting interests, prosperity and happiness of the nation, and 
the permanence of our institutions, to deprecate them all, and boldly 
express our opinions against them as being entirely of Federal origin, 
and anti-Democratie throughout. We have no confidence in the wisdom 
of his measures, the purity of his administration, or in his integrity and 
intelligence as a statesman, nor in his Democracy. 


The man who now stands conspicuously opposed to him before the 
nation, and who is his formidable competitor, is one renowned in the 
history of our country, and endeared to the affections of the people. 
William Henry Harrison has passed an eventful life, full of peril and 
high responsibility. He has passed the ordeal of publie criticism, and 
party malignity, unharmed. He has filled many distinguished public 
stations under the government with eminent skill and ability, in all of 
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which he has been distinguished for his integrity, republican simplicity, 
manly firmness and independence, and a high order of intelligence. He 
is among the few men in our day in any exalted station of life who, 
amidst the bitter excitements of party, has preserved the love, venera- 
tion, and esteem of all who know him. As a virtuous and incorruptible 
statesman, he has long been known to the American people. He does 
not come before the people, now, recommended by any system of politi- 
cal drilling, after the manner of the New York school of tactics. No 
official influence, no intrigue, no hopes of reward, or fear of punishment, 
are his precursors into power. He has been nominated by the people, 
he is the people’s candidate, and as such the people will support and 
elect him. 

In pursuance of the republican principles we profess we have as- 
sembled together, in this primary meeting of the people. We have 
consulted each other’s feelings and opinions upon the selection of a 
candidate to be recommended for your support, as a delegate to Con- 
gress. We have mutually agreed with each other in the choice we have 
made, and unanimously commend him to your support, and bind our- 
selves to each other, and to you, to use all fair, upright, and honorable 
means to insure his election. To this duty we invoke your aid, your 
counsel, and advice, in all matters necessary to effect our object, and 
insure the friends of General Harrison a glorious triumph in the choice 
of our delegate.° 


Following our plan as explained at the beginning of this ar- 
ticle, we will now take up the conventions and platforms of the 
years not covered either by Fairall’s “Manual of Iowa Politics,” 
or by the “Iowa Official Register,’ namely, 1884, 1885, 1886, 
1887, and 1888. 


Tue TEMPERANCE CONVENTION, 1884 


A state temperance convention was held at Des Moines on 
January 23 and 24, 1884, on call of the State Temperance Alli- 
ance by Aaron Kimball, president. Delegates were present from 
fifty-eight counties. Rev. H. O. Pratt, former congressman from 
the Fourth District, presided, and Rev. H. W. Bennett of Du- 
buque was secretary. Addresses were made by General A. J. 
Baker of Appanoose County, Mrs. J. Ellen ‘Foster, Rev. Henry 
Wallace of Winterset, Rev. S. S. Hunting, and Dr. George FE. 


Magoun of Grinnell. The following resolutions were adopted: 

Four times has Iowa recently spoken in unmistakable tones and given 
notice to all within her borders, as well as to the world, that oe par 
ple will no longer submit to the heavy burdens and demoralizing in- 
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fluence of the liquor traffic. Twice in electing a legislature that were 
in favor of the people deciding upon the question by a direct nonparti- 
san vote; once by that vote on June 27, 1882, and again in the last 
election by choosing a legislature to crystallize into law the clearly ex- 
pressed will of the people. With deep gratitude to Him who overrules 
all events for the highest good of our race, and who has so wonderfully 
led the hosts of temperance through unexpected ways and up to the 
proud and commanding position now held by them, and still relying 
on that wisdom which is promised to all those who seek it, to guide one 
in the paths that lead to final victory, we, the delegates and representa- 
tives of temperance and prohibition sentiment in Iowa in convention 
assembled, do declare and resolve, 

First, That when a great and free people have distinctly and re- 
peatedly expressed their will in regard to a public policy that com- 
mends itself to the universal sense of right, that that policy no longer 
remains a matter of mere party action, but becomes a subject demand- 
ing the best thought of every statesman to carry out that will, irrespec- 
tive of party. 

Second, That we fully trust and confidently expect that our present 
legislature will promptly meet the wishes of the people in not only re- 
pealing the statute permitting the sale of ale, wine, and beer as bever- 
ages, but enact and provide suitable penalties to enforce the law so 
that the citizens in any part of the state can effectually close up and put 
a stop to all traffic in intoxicating beverages of whatever name or na- 
ture, whether sold or given away in a saloon, hotel, club room, drug 
store, private house, or any other place or in any manner. 


Third, That however wise, judicious, and stringent prohibitory laws 
our General Assembly may pass (and pass such it unavoidably will) it 
still will remain as much the imperative duty of the friends of temper- 
ance to keep up their several organizations for the purpose of seeing 
that such laws shall be executed and enforced, as it was for them to 
create the public sentiment that brought these laws into being, and upon 
the practical carrying out of this purpose depends largely the success 
of the prohibition movement in our state. 

Fourth, That we realize with unfeigned pleasure and satisfaction the 
unequivocal and manly stand taken by the governor of our state on the 
prohibition question, and that this convention does most gratefully ap- 


preciate the powerful aid rendered to the prohibition cause by the press 
of the state. 


Fifth, That we heartily endorse the action of our state Senator Logan 
in regard to memorializing Congress to refuse to issue permits to sell 
intoxicating liquors to individuals in any state unless such individuals 
first obtain permits from such states. 

Sixth, That the Executive Committee of the State Temperance Alli- 
ance be requested to fix a ratio of representation, call, and provide for 
the organization of state conventions when, in their judgment, it is 
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deemed necessary for the furtherance of the temperance cause. And 
to this end we recommend that the several counties of the state organ- 
ize under the auspices of the State Temperance Alliance. 


Tue Democratic Party, 1884, First Convention 


The state convention to select delegates to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention of 1884 met at Burlington on April 24, 1884. 
General J. H. Shields of Dubuque was temporary chairman and 
B. J. Hall of Burlington, permanent chairman. The following 
were selected as delegates to the National Convention: 

At large—L. G. Kinne, Tama County; H. H. Trimble, Davis County; 
EK. H. Thayer, Clinton County; D. M. Harris, Harrison County. 

First District—George F .Smith, Van Buren County; John Walback, 
Henry County. 

Second District—W. F. Brannan, Muscatine County; S. R. Wadleigh, 
Clinton County. 

Third District—F. Schroeder, Dubuque County; P. C. Dithlefsen, 
Grundy County. 

Fourth District—F. D. Bayless, Clayton County; A. O. Doolittle, 
Floyd County. 

Fifth District—George J. Beal, Johnson County; John Ryder, Benton 


County. 

Sixth District—L. B. Perry, Monroe County; E. H. Gibbs, Mahaska 
County. 

Seventh District—L. W. Goode, Polk County; J. R. North, Dallas 
County. 


Highth District—J. H. Duggan, Union County; William Bradley, Ap- 


panoose County. 
Ninth District—Dan Farrell, Mills County; J. M. Emmert, Cass 


County. 
Tenth District—N. B. Hyatt, Hamilton County; John Cleggett, Cerro 


Gordo County. 
Eleventh District—P. M. Guthrie, Carroll County; P. O. Cassidy, Palo 


Alto County. 

Following are the resolutions adopted: 

Resolved, That the Democracy of Iowa recognize the duty we owe to 
the Union soldiers of our late war. We favor the passage of the bill 
now pending before Congress to grant to them a warrant of 160 acres 
of land to be taken from the public domain. 

Resolved, That we reaffirm the principles of the Democratic party 
as expressed in the platforms of the national conventions of 1876 and 
1880. 


1l0lowa State Register, Des Moines, January 25, 1884. (In the newspaper 
collection of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 
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Resolved, That “in view of the late prohibitory legislation in this state 
we hereby emphasize the utterances of the platform of the National 
Democratic Convention of 1876. That we are in favor of the liberty of 
individual conduct unvexed by sumptuary laws.” 

Resolved, That the Democracy of Iowa reaffirm the resolution of our 
last state convention, in favor of a tariff for revenue, a gradual and per- 
sistent reduction of tariff duties. 

Resolved, That in Samuel J. Tilden and his official record we recog- 
nize a man and platform combined, and one who represents more than 
any other Democrat the principles of the Democracy and whose name 
is a guarantee of victory. 

Democratic State Central Committee, 1884: 

L. G. Kinne, Tama County, Chairman. 
Cato Sells, Black Hawk County, Secretary. 

First District—George Rodman, Washington County. 

Second District—G. L. Johnson, Jackson County. 

Third District—Cato Sells, Black Hawk County. 

Fourth District—T. C. Medary, Allamakee County. 

Fifth District—D. H. Ogden, Linn County. 

Sixth District—P. G. Ballingall, Wapello County. 

Seventh District—E. T. Likes, Madison County. 

Kighth District—Edward H. Hunter, Adams County. 

Ninth District—Frank P. Bradley, Audubon County. 

Tenth District—C. O. Bailey, Wright County. 

Eleventh District—M. Miller, Carroll County. 


Tue Repusrican Party, 1884, First Convention 


The state convention to select delegates to the Republican Na- 
tional Convention of 1884 met at Foster's Opera House, Des 
Moines, April 30, 1884. M. M. Walden acted as temporary 
chairman, John A. Kasson was permanent chairman, and H. S. 
Fairall, secretary. Following are the delegates selected: 


At large—J. S. Clarkson, Polk County; N. M. Hubbard, Linn County; 
John Y. Stone, Mills County; W. G. Donnan, Des Moines County. 

First District—Dennis Morrison, Lee County; William Wilson, Jr., 
Washington County. 


Second District—John Hilsinger, Jackson County; W. T. Shaw, Jones 
County. 


Third Distriet—H. C. Hemenway, Black Hawk County; W. H. Nor- 
ris, Delaware County. 


- Fourth District—A. G. Stewart, Allamakee County; O. H. Lyon, 
Floyd County. 


The Daily Gazette, Burlington, April 24, 1884. - 
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Fifth District—J. W. Willett, Tama County; Merritt Greene, Marshall 
County. 

Sixth District—H. S. Winslow, Jasper County; Calvin Manning, 
Wapello County. 

Seventh District—C. H. Gatch, Polk County; E. W. Weeks, Guthrie 
County. 

HKighth District—W. H. Christy, Union County; W. W. Wilson, Clarke 
County. 

Ninth District—K. A. Consigny, Pottawattamie County; T. M. C. 
Logan, Harrison County. 

Tenth District—Charles T. Morris, Boone County; T. G. Alvord, 
Hardin County. 


Eleventh District—A. B. Funk, Dickinson County; J. Ainsworth, 
Monona County. 


Following are the resolutions adopted: 


The Republican party reaffirms its former annunciation of principles, 
both state and national, and points with pride to its record showing 
that it has faithfully fulfilled every pledge given to the people. 

We denounce as unwise and unpatriotic the present effort which the 
Democratic party in Congress declare to be only their first step to 
further derange trade and oppress American industry by an indis- 
criminate reduction of duty on foreign products and manufactures 
which compete with our own. Their threatened persistence in this 
policy, if successful, will make the United States a mere tributary to 
England; will destroy that domestic competition which must surely 
keep down prices; will rob our American laborers of their fair wages 
of labor; will diminish the market at home for the products of our 
agriculture, without enlarging it abroad; will stop the developments of 
our natural resources and stimulate that of foreign countries; will ex- 
haust the wealth of one section to enrich Great Britain, where they 
would send us for our supplies, and will finally result in the same wide- 
spread bankruptcy and ruin which the same policy produced in 1837. 

In the common interest of all our industries, of all our laborers, and 
of our natural prosperity, we call upon Congress to halt in this de- 
structive work. 

We demand of Congress that immediate provision be made for the 
reconstruction of a navy adequate to the protection of both native and 
naturalized citizens abroad, and of our commercial rights on the high 
seas, for the defense of our harbors, and for the support of our rank 
among the nations of the earth. A nation that cannot strike will! be 
struck, and we want no parsimony at the expense of our honor. 

That we recognize and cordially endorse the efforts of our distin- 
guished senator, James F, Wilson, in his efforts to introduce maesures 
relative to the regulation of interstate commerce. We urge upon Con- 
gress the necessity of speedily adopting such measures as will insure to 
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the producer the largest possible fruit of his labor, equitably harmon- 
izing all conflicting interests, and settle the various questions relative 
to common carriers. 

As the debt of gratitude due to the soldiers and sailors can never be 
fully paid by the nation, we demand pensions or bounty lands for all 
who were honorably discharged from the military or naval service of 
the late war. 

We congratulate the country and the Republican party on the wise, 
honest, and patriotic administration of President Arthur, who has justly 
merited the confidence and respect of the country. 

Resolved, That the Honorable James G. Blaine is the choice of the 
Republicans of Iowa for president, and while thus expressing our pref- 
erence, we pledge the state by its old time majority for the nominee 
of the Republican National Convention.* 

Republican State Central Committee, 1884: 

William P. Wolf, Cedar County, Chairman. 

First District—C. M. Junkin, Jefferson County. 

Second District—W. P. Wolf, Cedar County. 

Third District—E. C. Perkins, Delaware County. 

Fourth District—E. S. Fonda, Mitchell County. 

Fifth District—Charles Waer, Linn County. 

Sixth District—W. H. Needham, Keokuk County. 

Seventh District—E. L. Baker, Warren County. 

Eighth District—M. F. Stookey, Decatur County. 

Ninth District—W. Waddell, Cass County. 

Tenth District—John R. Hays, Story County. 

Eleventh District—T. B. Hotchkiss, Calhoun County. 


Tue Repusrican Parry, 1884, Seconp ConveNTION 


The Republican State Convention to nominate a state ticket 
met in the Grand Opera House at Des Moines on August 20, 
1884. J. P. Dolliver was temporary chairman and thus was in- 
troduced to a state-wide audience, and delivered the speech that 
started him on his national career as a political orator. Sam M. 
Clark of Keokuk was permanent chairman and J. Fred Meyers, 
secretary. General William T. Sherman was a visitor in the city 
and addressed the convention. The following ticket was nomi- 
nated: 

Secretary of State, Frank D. Jackson, Butler County. 

Auditor of State, John L. Brown, Lucas County. 

Treasurer of State, Voltair P. Twombly, Van Buren County. 

Attorney-General, Andrew J. Baker, Appanoose County. 


12IJowa State Register, Des Moines, May 1, 1884. 
of the Historical Department of Iowa.) f i She nOwEna pe, Caan 


IOWA POLITICAL CONVENTIONS AND PLATFORMS 55 


Judge of Supreme Court, James H. Rothrock, Cedar County. 


The following resolutions were adopted: 

The Republicans of Iowa hereby affirm the full platform of the na- 
tional Republican party as adopted at Chicago in June last, and that 
with reference to state issues the Republican party of Iowa reaffirms 
the platform adopted at the state convention of 1883, declaring further- 
more their respect for law and their demand for allegiance to law; and 
that they also heartily support the declarations as set forth in the let- 
ters of acceptance of James G. Blaine, the nominee for president, and 
of John A. Logan, the nominee for vice-president. 

Whereas, Congress provided for the establishment of a soldiers’ home 
to be located west of the Mississippi River, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this convention urge upon the commissioners ap- 
pointed to locate the said home the claims of the state of Iowa for such 
location. 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each congressional district 
be appointed by this convention to take such action as may be deemed 
advisable to secure the location of said soldiers’ home in the state of 
Towa. 

Resolved, That our national senators and representatives be requested 
to use their efforts and influence to secure the location of this branch 
of the home in the state of Iowa.18 


Tue Nationa (GREENBACK) Parry, 1884 


The National (Greenback) State Convention met at Des 
Moines on August 28, 1884. Sanford Kirkpatrick was chair- 
man and J. R. Sovereign, secretary. Sixty-five counties were 
represented. They nominated one half of an electoral ticket and 
one half of a state ticket. Following are the candidates they 
nominated on the state ticket: 

Secretary of State, James Dooley, Keokuk County. 

Treasurer of State, George Deer, Union County. 


Following is the platform adopted: 

The National party of Iowa in convention assembled this 28th day of 
August, 1884, declare: 

Once more the financial system of the United States, to which we have 
so often called attention, and which for so many years we have struggled 
to reform, has broken down, betrayed the people, precipitated panic, 
failures, loss of labor, reduction of wages, lockouts, foreclosures and 
sheriffs’ sales, inflicting more misery than did the devastation of a cy- 


clone. 
‘In the midst of abundant harvests, with the blessings of a beneficient 


13fowa State Register, Des Moines, August 21, 1884. (In the newspaper col- 
lection of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 
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providence scattered all about us, we are suffering a money panie which 
chokes our industries much as if the railroads should burn their freight 
cars. 

In this emergency the dominant parties mock the people by declaring 
in favor of continuing a system that has through usury, contractions, 
and panics already enabled about three per cent of our people to ab- 
sorb one half the wealth of our lands; created an aristocracy of idlers 
more powerful than any similar class in any other country, and threatens 
if not overthrown, to destroy all independence among the producing 
classes. 

In this emergency the dominant party locks up hundreds of millions 
of dollars in the United States Treasury, refusing to redeem more 
bonds with it and relieve the pressure. 

The national banks enjoy the right of calling upon the United States 
treasurer for bank money, which costs them only one per cent, and with 
which they could speedily supply the demands of business; they not 
only fail to do so, but have actually contracted their currency $18,000,000 
in the last six months. Thus the usurers, the mortgage owners, and 
bond holders triumph. The people are at their mercy. They can ob- 
tain our crops at their own price, and keep our sheriffs busy selling our 
farms. Shall-we submit forever, or will the people of Iowa rise in their 
might and help elect candidates for Congress who will maintain the 
rights of our people, and supply the country with money enough to 
transact business upon a cash basis and forever banish panics? 

As if to complicate our difficulties, by a recent pool of railroads, 
freights on our products have been doubled. 


While holding the same views which we have so often declared, and 
endorsing our national platform and the excellent letter of our candi- 
date, yet we insist that the paramount issue is the overthrow of banks 
of issue, and an adequate circulating medium that shall enable us to 
build up our great country, without the certainty that panics will throw 
everything into the insatiate hands of the money loaners. 

We have nominated a candidate for president in sympathy with the 
toiling millions upon this and all other issues. A man whose record as 
a soldier and statesman places him side by side with Washington and 
other heroes of the past. A man who rushed to the rescue when our 
Capital was in danger. A man who is universally acknowledged to be 
the greatest executive in America. A man whose charity and brotherly 
sympathies rank him with the lamented Cooper, our first standard 
bearer. A man who should be, and we believe is, the most popular man 
in America, and fully abreast of the most advanced reforms. A man 


who has the courage of his convictions and has nothing in his record to 
hide. 


We believe the people only desire an opportunity to elect General 
Butler, and therefore ally ourselves in various states with each of the 
old parties with a purpose not of aiding them but of receiving enough 
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electoral votes to make a combination in the Electoral College in his 
favor. 

We believe alliance in this holy struggle for freedom is as justifi- 
able as was the alliance between our fathers and France in order to 
overthrow British tyranny. 

We have placed upon our ticket one of the noblest sons of the South 
as a candidate for vice-president, in order to heal the wounds of war 
and perfect our union of states. 

We now appeal to the people of this state to rise in their independ- 
ence, shake off party ties and help us secure six electoral votes in Iowa 
and elect the great candidate whom monopolists fear more than any 
other man in America. Now is your golden opportunity. Now is your 
day of salvation.14 


National (Greenback) State Central Committee, 1884: 
L. H. Weller, Chickasaw County, Chairman. 

W. H. Shaw, Secretary. 

First District—J. M. Holland, Henry County. 

Second District— 

Third District—M. S. Hitchcock, Buchanan County. 

Fourth District—L. H. Weller, Chickasaw County. 

Fifth District—L. S. Wood, Linn County. 

Sixth District—J. A. Ramsey, Monroe County. 

Seventh District—J. Bellangee, Poll County. 

Eighth District—J. L. Brown, Taylor County. 

Ninth District—W. H. Sanders, Cass County. 

Tenth District—F. Q. Lee, Hamilton County. 

Eleventh District—J. R. Sovereign, Greene County. 


Tue Democratic Party, 1884, Seconp CoNVENTION 


The Democratic State Convention met at Davenport on Sep- 
tember 3, 1884. Fred W. Lehmann of Des Moines was tem- 
porary chairman, J. F. Duncombe of Fort Dodge, permanent 
chairman, and A. B. Keith of Crawford County, secretary. Fol- 
lowing is the ticket nominated: 

Secretary of State, James Dooley, Keokuk County. 

Treasurer of State, George Derr, Union County. 

Auditor of State, J. E. Henriques, Marshall County. 

Attorney-General, M. V. Gannon, Scott County. 

Judge of Supreme Court, E. L. Burton, Wapello County. 

Following is the platform adopted: 

Resolved, That the Democratic party of Iowa in convention assem- 
bled fully endorses the principles laid down in the national Democratic 


14Jowa State Register, Des Moines, August 29, 1884. (In the newspaper col- 
lection of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 
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platform this year adopted at Chicago, and cordially approves the senti- 
ments contained in Governor Cleveland’s letter of acceptance and, in the 
language of said letter, we express our conviction that “laws unneces- 
sarily interfering with the habits and customs of any class of our people 
which are not offensive to them or the moral sentiment of the civilized 
world, and which are consistent with good citizenship and public wel- 
fare, are unwise and vexatious.” Therefore we pledge ourselves to use 
all honorable and legal means to secure the speedy repeal of laws in 
conflict therewith. 


15The Daily Gazette, Burlington, September ‘_ 1884. (In the newspaper col- 
lection of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 


(To be continued) 


NORTHERN IOWA IN 1845 


In Niles’s National Register under date of October 18, 1845, 
(copy in Iowa State Library) is published an interesting letter 
from A. Whitney, a projector of the so-called Oregon Railroad. 
He had made a preliminary trip across northern Iowa, which 
was not then surveyed or carefully mapped, and wrote an inter- 
esting letter descriptive of this trip, of which the following is a 
portion: 

St. Louis, Sept. 22, 1845. 
Hon. James B. Bowlin:— 


Dear Sir—As your city and state are deeply interested in the project 
which I have brought before the public, and believing that yourself and 
others may desire to have some particulars of my exploration, with 
my present views relative to the project, induces this communication 
which, if meeting your approbation, be pleased to transfer to the pub- 
lic, through the press of your city. 

We left Milwaukee June 19, 1845, passed in a northerly direction to 
near Fond du Lac; thence, westerly to Fox Lake, thence to Fort Winne- 
bago, thence down the south bank of the Wisconsin to Prairie du Chien, 
crossing the Wisconsin a few miles above Prairie du Chien. At Prairie 
du Chien I expected a guide, and again, at Fort Atkinson, fifty miles 
west of the Mississippi, but was disappointed. Without a guide and 
with but one laboring man, I felt a heavy responsibility and no small 
reluctance in leading the young gentlemen with me into probable danger 
and severe hardships and fatigue; but they, to a man, said “Go on, we 
will follow you, we cannot turn back.” And they have fully redeemed 
their pledge, having gone through many hardships, much fatigue, hard 
labor, hunger, and thirst. I cannot say too much for them, nor can too 
much praise be awarded for their conduct. Unused to any labor, I 
feared it would be hard upon them, but they never flinched; were ready 
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to wade through mud, water, and grass to their necks, with our pro- 
visions upon their heads; to swim rivers, to fell trees for bridges, and 
all other fatigues necessary for the accomplishment of our object. 

Before leaving Prairie du Chien I fixed upon a route through which 
I would like to pass to the Missouri and, with compass in hand, made 
it within five miles of the point started for. By Burr’s map of Wiscon- 
sin, embracing Iowa, &c. (which I found more correct than any I have 
seen) we crossed the Turkey River at Fort Atkinson, north lat. 43° 15’; 
thence we crossed the different branches of the Wabisipinica and the 
Cedars, in about the same latitude to Clear Lake, in west long. 93° 25’; 
thence northwesterly, till we came to a branch of the St. Peters, running 
northeasterly. My object was to find a dividing ridge between the 
waters which run north and those running southerly; and I will here 
remark that we did not find the Cedars or the St. Peters branch to 
correspond with Burr’s or any other map I have seen. Thence due 
west to the Des Moines, latitude 43° 20’ west, longitude about 95, which 
stream we crossed by felling trees for a bridge. Thence due west to a 
number of small lakes, forming the head waters of the Little Sioux, 
emptying into the Missouri; thence across Floyd’s River; thence due 
west across the branches of the Calumet; then the White Stone or Ver- 
million; then Jaques’ River, and then the great, the grand Missouri, 
fifteen miles below the great bend, making a distance from the Missis- 
sippi of more than five hundred miles, over the finest country upon the 
globe, capable of sustaining more than three times the population of 
the same space in any other part of the world! No swamps, no marshes, 
no flooding of rivers, except in the vicinity of the Wabisipinica, and 
then but a small distance, and undoubtedly the most healthy country in 
the world. I have never found the atmosphere so pure. The surface 
gently rolling to an almost level—always, however, enough undulating 
to let all the water off. While on this subject, I will remark that none 
of the rivers west of the lakes are natural rivers, but have formed them- 
selves and beds by the constant wash of this vast and almost level 
prairie. 

The soil of this vast country is as rich as it can be—none richer. In 
the whole distance, I did not see one half acre of useless, bad land; all 
covered with the best of grasses for cattle, and when cured, good hay. 
The farmer will want but the plough, the seed, the scythe, and the 
sickle. % 

As far as the Cedars there are tracts of good timber and of great 
extent; none beyond the Missouri, and then but very little till near down. 
to Fort Leavenworth. Even there, it is of no great extent; about three 
miles in width on the river; sometimes much less, and sometimes none. 
But coals are abundant, and the growth of timber so natural, that with- 
out fires (which now spread over the whole prairies yearly, destroying 
all things) in fifteen years all from river to river would be a dense 
forest. : 
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From the lake to the Mississippi, land good, route feasible; an abun- 
dance of timber must be then prepared and taken on, as the road pro- 
gresses to the Rocky Mountains; and no streams difficult to bridge until 
we reach the Mississippi, which can be bridged in the vicinity of and 
above Prairie du Chien, and, as I understand, not below that place. 
From the Mississippi to the Missouri the streams can be bridged easily, 
and at little comparative expense; first rate material being abundant in 
the bluffs which form the banks of the rivers. The Missouri is a very 
difficult stream to bridge or to navigate; its waters rapid, many shoals, 
eighteen or twenty-two inches water, its bed quicksand, its channel con- 
stantly changing, and now full of snags, its bottoms, below the Calumet, 
four to five miles wide between the bluffs, and all quicksand, in layers 
or strata from one to three feet, and between each the water constantly 
leaches out, which, with the wear of the main stream, causes the banks 
to tumble into the river, and so on, till a new channel is made from one 
side of the bottom to the other; rendering it almost impossible to bridge 
anywhere below the entrance of the Calumet. But above this are two 
places of rock bed and one of gravel, where, too, the bottoms, from 
bluff to bluff, are very narrow, and a bridge may be erected without 
difficulty and with safety; thus you will see from my picture, that I 
have found all I desired, and far more than I expected when I set out. 
* * = * * 

Most respectfully, your ob’t servant, 
A. WHITNEY. 


We are pleased to see in the last Iowa News that Du Buque 
is improving rapidly this season, and that the village is also 
healthy. We rejoice in the prosperity of Iowa, of the whole of 
Towa, and we can not cherish one sectional feeling which might 
operate to the injury of any part of our flourishing territory. 
In Iowa City, the seat of territorial government located by the 
last legislature, lots have been sold by the commissioners to the 
amount of many thousand dollars and several buildings have 
been erected already. Those who have visited the location all 
agree in the opinion that it is the best that could have been made, 
in the heart of a fine farming country, with an extensive quarry 
of elegant marble on the bank of the Iowa only a short distance 
from the point on which the public buildings are to be erected. 
The Iowa River to this point is not navigable for boats of any 
kind, but is said to be a fine mill stream—The Iowa Sun, Daven- 
port, Iowa Territory, September 11, 1839. (In the newspaper 
collection of the Historical Department of Iowa.) 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT | 


THE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT AND THE STATE 
BOARD OF CONSERVATION 


December 27, 1918-June 8, 1923 


In the present ANNats we conclude the abstract of the min- 
utes of the State Board of Conservation for the period of the 
service on the Board of the Curator of the Historical Depart- 
ment. This retirement was with the favor and at the request 
of the Curator and was accomplished through a revision of the 
statutes enlarging and improving our laws for conservation. 

The Historical Department of Iowa throughout its existence 
has worked to save areas in Iowa notable for their historic, scenic, 
scientific, or recreational qualities. Charles Aldrich and other 
prophets warned of the menace of waste and vandalism as early 
as 1860. Interest was augmented by dominant characters in our 
collegiate institutions, such as Samuel Calvin. Memorials and 
treatises in that generation advanced and crystallized thought 
upon the matter and were the basis of the Historical Department 
engaging in the next stage of progress toward state parks and 
conservation, with which these minutes deal. 

At the beginning of legislation for conservation in Iowa the 
late Daniel Cady Chase was in the Senate. He had observed 
and grieved over the diminishing value for recreation of the Iowa 
forests and streams of his boyhood. He entertained pity and 
serious apprehension for the youth and man of the future who 
should be without the instinct or opportunity for that enlarge- 
ment of spirit out of doors that had delivered into his own great 
soul its most exalted aspirations. There served with him in the 
legislative and executive branches of Iowa government many 
men resembling him in that respect. . They approved our efforts 
by enacting our first conservation laws. Our first state parks, 
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now part of our public policy, are worthy monuments to these 
men. With their legislative contribution Iowa entered upon a 
program for conservation of natural resources, and of the nat- 
ural instincts in our people to love and to use for play and study 
our waters and waste lands. 


Initial law required half the proceeds of gun licenses to be 
laid out by the Executive Council for park areas and improve- 
ments. The selections and means of improvement, however, were 
to be first approved by a Board of Conservation of four persons. 
Of this Board one was by law the Curator of the Historical De- 
partment, the other three were appointed by the Executive Coun- 
cil. The Curator of the Historical Department was by the Board 
made secretary. Thereafter the Historical Department shared 
with the Board of Conservation the time and talent of the Cur- 
ator, the office convenience and the clerical assistance of the de- 
partment. The department laid out the extreme of its power 
toward the scientific introduction into Iowa public life of this 
new departure. 


But the office of curator is inherently that of a trustee. It is 
wholly subordinate to its own Board of Trustees. It is not con- 
troversial. It is not concerned with creed, cult, party, or con- 
tention of any sort. It is inspired to discover and preserve such 
material and such evidence of enterprise as will, when appro- 
priately administered, reveal the truth of history. It co-ordi- 
nates or allies itself with all instrumentalities in its own field. 
But it does not attempt to advance or degrade the good name, 
fame, or fortune of any man, except as truth preserved does so. 

On the other hand the Board of Conservation was under law 
powerless to act except in unison with the Executive Council. 
Yet between December 27, 1918 and June 8, 1923 the first and 
last meetings of the Board of Conservation in which the Curator 
served, there were fifty-nine meetings of the Board of which 
seven only were with the Executive Council. All other business 
by the Board, certified by its secretary to the secretary of the 
Executive Council, was noticed or ignored according to the wis- 
dom of the Council and the results usually communicated to the 
Board. Much business was done by the Council without the 
knowledge or sanction of the Board. There was neither co-or- 
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dination nor co-operation. The Council is, therefore, to be com- 


mended for the great good done. The Curator is aware of noth- 
ing proposed to it by the Board that was not good. Many good 
areas of scientific, scenic, historical, and recreational qualities 
recommended to the Council by the Board were not acted on, and 
we may thank the Creator for secreting those choice areas among 
the more remote and worthless lands within our boundaries where 
for a season they yet may be safe. 

So by revising the law making one secretary to serve both 
bodies and to otherwise greatly increase the efficiency and power 
of this new arm of government, the Fortieth General Assembly 
wisely advanced state park interests and properly returned the 
Historical Department to its former status. 

The Curator is especially in sympathy with the motives of the 
fathers of the conservation movement. He is in harmony with 
the purposes of his co-authors of the laws. He is especially 
pleased with the devotion, industry, and achievement of his asso- 
ciates on the Board and of the Executive Council during the 
period of his effort with them to contribute to this one of the 
most notable steps forward by the state. 

These citizens of Iowa who were respectively members of the 
Executive Council and State Board of Conservation during the 
service of the Curator of the Historical Department, and whose 
contributions are to be judged from the minutes of their respec- 


tive bodies are: 


Board of Conservation 
1918 to 1921 
Dr. L. H. Pammel, Member and 
President. 
John F. Ford, Member. 
Joseph Kelso, Jr., Member. 
E. R. Harlan, Curator, Member 
and Secretary. 
1921-1923 j 
Dr. L. H. Pammel, Member and 
President. 
Mrs. C. H. McNider, Member. 
Willis G. Haskell, Member. 
EK. R. Harlan, Curator, Member 
and Secretary. 


Executive Council 
Governor 
L. Harding, 1918-1921. 
E. Kendall, 1921-1923. 
Secretary of State 
W.S. Allen, 1918-1919. 
W.C. Ramsay, 1919-1923. 
Auditor of State 
Frank S. Shaw, 1918-1921. 
Glenn C. Haynes, 1921-1928. 
Treasurer of State 
E. H. Hoyt, 1918-1919. 
W. J. Burbank, 1919-1923. 
Secretary Executive Council 
R. E. Bales, 1918-1920. 
R, E. Johnson, 1920-1923. 


Ws 
ING 


64 ANNALS OF IOWA 


Outstanding and irrevocable work previous to July 1, 1923, 
was the acquisition of the following state parks: 
Backbone, Delaware County. 
Lacey-Keosauqua, Van Buren County. 
Dolliver Memorial, Webster County. 
Farmington, Van Buren County. 
Theodore F. Clark, Tama County. 
Lepley, Hardin County. 
Ledges, Boone County. 
Oakland Mills, Henry County. 
Morehead Caves, Jackson County. 
Pilot Knob, Hancock County. 
Eldora-Steamboat Rock, Hardin County. 
Fort Atkinson, Winneshiek County. 
Jones County, Jones County. 
Lewis and Clark (Blue Lake), Monona County. 
In process of acquisition July 1, 1923, are the following state 
parks: 
Fort Defiance, Emmet County. 
Lost Island Lake, Palo Alto County. 
Devil’s Backbone, Madison County. 
Silver Lake, Delaware County. 
Hamburg, Fremont County. 
Starr’s Cave, Des Moines County. 


Inspection and consideration were given some 200 other elig- 
ible areas, 


In 1922 our state took high ground in a national council on 
state parks. Iowa was chosen by the Secretary of Interior on 
account of our leadership, as the best meeting place in the United 
States for the first national conference. Governor Harding rose 
to the occasion, and made it possible to set a high standard of 
co-ordination. Upon the Curator of the Historical Department 
was laid the secretaryship of that great conference. 


We feel that in obedience to law and the traditions of our 
institution we directly contributed what we could to a remark- 
able conservation achievement, and we intend by courtesy to do 
what we can to continue and perfect the work. 
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MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF CONSERVATION 


The list below shows the meetings of the State Board of Con- 
servation during the time the Curator of the Historical Depart- 
ment was a member of that body, with the dates and places of 


meetings, and when 


Council. 

Date 
December 27, 1918...... 
January 1, 1919 
February 12, 1919 
February 19, 1919 
February 22, 1919 


Baly 


April 26, 1919 
July 12, 1919 
July 19, 1919 
July 21, 1919 
July 28, 1919 
August 30, 1919 
September 5, 1919 
September 19, 1919 
October 5, 1919 
October 17, 1919 
November 15, 1919 
December 6, 1919 
December 13, 1919 
January 23, 1920 
February 6, 1920 
February 7, 1920 


we eee eee 


March 5, 1920 
March 19, 1920 
April 3, 1920 
April 23, 1920 
May 14, 1920 
May 21, 1920 
May 28, 1920 
June 18, 1920 
July 10, 1920 
July 16, 1920 
July 28, 1920 
September 24, 1920 
December 3, 1920 


See a ee ed 
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the meetings were with the Executive 


Place 

Office of Treasurer of State—With Executive 
Council. 

Grand Hotel, Council Bluffs. 

Office of Curator, Historical Department. 

On board train, Glenwood to Red Oak. 

Office of Treasurer of State—With Executive 
Council. 


McGregor—With Executive Council. 
Office of (Curator, Historical Department. 
Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Fairfield. 

Office of ‘Curator, 
Office of ‘Curator, 


Historical Department. 
Historical Department. 


Office of Curator, 

Office of Curator, 

Fort Dodge. 

Office of Curator, Historical Department. 

Office of Treasurer of State—With Executive 
Council. 


Historical Department. 
Historical Department. 


Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Towa City. 

Spirit Lake. 

Cedar Rapids. 


Lake Okoboji. 

Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Office of Curator, Historical Department, 
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January 10, 1921........ Fort Des Moines Hotel. 
January 28, 1921........ Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
February 16,1921..:.... Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
April 22, 1921..........- Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
JUNE Ty L921 vet cnet ss Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
June 18, 1921......... .State House—With Executive Council. 
Mtaly 19, LOZ are arerdtea tse Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
October 157-1920 weed Adjoining room to Governor's office. _ 
October 21, 1921......../ Anamosa. 
April 25,4922 i eae octal = Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
May29, 1922: ctueie ww aren <i Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Mune G6) VOZ2 Aas sie ce nlere Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
July 419225 en silanes Boone. 
July 2151922. occ seen .. Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
PAULO TUS Ep Lor ee aisle ciate tale McGregor. 
September 13, 1922...... Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
Octobersl3, 11922 3... ee Strawberry Point. 
November 10, 1922...... Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
December 15, 1922...... Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
January 12, 1928........ Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
February 9, 1928........ Portrait Gallery, Historical Department. 
March: 9.51023 sec <n see Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
April la 928 0s ae nee Office of Curator, Historical Department. 
May, 11) 19265 a. cee cece Office of Secretary Executive Council—With 
Executive Council. 
June, § 91028 Waa... tia Office of Secretary Executive Council—With 
Executive Council. 
Total number meetings without Executive Council.............. 52 
Total number meetings with Executive Council................. i 
Dota. s 00a cows'ehiees on Sis Walon gs eee ree eae eee 59 


VALUE OF THE BURLINGTON HAWKEYE FILES 


In the preparation of his article in this number of the ANNALS 
on “Iowa Political Conventions and Platforms,’ Mr. Mott had 
all but despaired of locating a copy of the Iowa Whig platform 
of 1840 when, by persistence, he learned that it existed complete 
in the Burlington Hawkeye for August 6, 1840. Appealing to 
the present owners for its use Mr. John F. D. Aué, publisher, 
in appropriate refusal of our request to lend us the volume of 
1840, wrote: “We also discover that the year 1840 is part of 
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our very first volume. We think so much of this volume that we 
have it wrapped up and chained and put in one of the storage 
vaults of the bank, and we do not want to leave this volume un- 
protected. Of course you are perfectly welcome to the use of 
it during banking hours, but before the bank closes this volume 
will have to go back into the vault. We might state that the 
sum of $10,000.00 would not begin to name the price that we set 
on this volume.” 

In view of the vast number of newspapers in our own collec- 
tions, their long and unbroken files, and the valuation the Hawk- 
eye places on its early files—in which we are prone to join—our 
response embraced the following language: “I surely appreciate 
the value you place on that volume. If it is worth $10,000 it 
makes me sure our collection is worth $10,000,000.” 

To this we have had no response save the service the Hawkeye 
rendered in copying the lengthy article for us, so we assume our 
appraisement is agreed to by the Hawkeye. The good opinion 
of all Iowa papers and people is ardently craved by the His- 
torical Department of Iowa, but none is more desired than that 
of the Hawkeye and its present owners. They hold to the ideals 
of John L. Waite, Frank Hatton, and the pioneers in the Hawk- 
eye field with the old time passions. In no way do they sustain 
the Hawkeye’s prestige better than in the jealous care with which 
they guard their first historic volume, and in the valuation they 
put upon it. 


ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
CONSERVATION 
: April 13, 1923 

Resolutions—Resolutions in substance as follows were adopted: That 
the resolution of April 26, 1922, providing that Senator Haskell be 
chairman of a committee of three other than the secretary to audit all 
bills, because of the absence of Senator Haskell caused by his illness, 
be repealed and that hereafter all bills be audited by at least three 
members; that the plan “General Plan of Clark Park, Traer, Towa, 
etc.,” made by landscape architects Lois Hermine Pammel and J. J. 
Beard, be accepted with such changes as may later be made by these 
architects; that the secretary and custodian be directed to make 
public announcement that pending the final decision with respect to 
flooding portions of the Ledges Park by a power company, no guaran- 
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tees can be made to park visitors or campers who want to engage space, 
and no permanent improvements can be entered upon, and that this an- 
nouncement is not to influence public opinion, but only to’ economize 
public funds and avoid liability; that as the new law effective July 1 
makes the secretary of the Executive Council secretary of this Board, 
and as the present secretary, Mr. Harlan, has expressed the opinion 
that it will be to the best interests of conservation service to have 
R. E. Johnson, the present secretary of the Executive Council, placed 
in possession of the records and inducted into the routine of the office 
before the old Board ends its service, he has as a matter of courtesy re- 
signed, that this Board reluctantly accepts the resignation and expresses 
to Mr. Harlan the Board’s great appreciation of his services, and that 
he has performed a great service for the state. 

Motions—Motions in substance as follows were passed: That the sec- 
retary is directed to list the parcels of land to be acquired for Fort 
Defiance Park by their technical descriptions and to each attach its value 
and that the Board then recommend to the Executive Council the im- 
mediate acquisition of the area; that the report of Harold Pammel on 
the recreational resources of the Jones County Park of March 23, 1923, 
be adopted except as to charging for any service within the park, which 
matter is deferred; that the Executive Council be requested to set aside 
$40.00 for a well and pump in Theodore F. Clark Park, the well to be 
located according to the landscape plan, that the construction of the 
log cabin be deferred to May pending knowledge of park funds; that 
the matter of labels for trees be referred to Dr. Pammel; that R. E. 
Johnson be elected secretary of this Board. 

Report.—Mr. Thurtle being present in the interest of Dexfield Park, 
Mr. Harlan reported that he transferred to the Executive Council a 
communication stating that as a committee he has visited the park, 
but not being clothed with authority to investigate its value he sub- 
mitted the proceedings before the Executive Council in 1915 when per- 
mission to issue stock was granted and submitted that as its approxi- 
mate value, that the place is used by large numbers of people for 
recreational purposes, and that as Senator Haskell, who was with him 
on the committee, declined to join in recommending the acquisition of 
the area, therefore Mr. Harlan submits the report, and it was accepted. 

Miscellaneous.—Mr. Harlan reports as to Twin Lakes, Calhoun 
County, that the last proceeding of which he is aware was the trans- 
mission by the secretary of this Board to the secretary of the Executive 
Council of certain maps descriptive of the areas desired to be ac- 
quired; J. E. Rhody is designated as custodian of Jones County Park; 
that the control and change in Dutch Creek, Jones County Park, be 
deferred for landscape study; that Dr. Pammel and Prof, Kimball be 
requested to recommend plans for toilet structures in the parks; that 
the matter of a camp at Palisades Park be referred to Mrs. MeNider; 
the secretary was directed to inform parties inquiring that the matter 
of exchanging certain tracts of land on Eagle and Wood lakes is now 
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before the General Assembly; and that the matter of dredging Medium 
Lake is now in the hands of the Executive Council; the Board respect- 
fully asks the Fish and Game Department to make temporary repairs 
at the mouth of Rush Lake, and that L. L. Clement be requested to 
examine and report on what is needed to preserve the dam; the secre- 
tary is directed to notify all custodians to use vigilance in detecting and 
destroying noxious weeds; the Clark tract southwest of Albia and the 
Lorimor tract are included for investigation; the secretary is directed 
to communicate the Board’s satisfaction because of the proposed gift to 
the state by F. J. Carss of a tract of ground on the shore of Lake 
Okoboji; L. L. Clement’s letter concerning the outlet at Silver Lake is 
given attention; the matter of widening the entrance to Dolliver Me- 
morial Park is referred to Dr. Pammel and Senator Haskell; the re- 
quest to set aside Kast and West Twin lakes, Hancock County, as a 
state park is referred to Dr. Pammel to investigate and report. 
May 11, 1928 

Resolutions.—Resolutions in substance as follows were adopted: That 
the Board recommend to the Executive Council the appropriation of 
not to exceed $3,000 to construct a road at the entrance of Pilot Knob 
Parl and in the park to connect with the road on the north made by 
Winnebago County, the work to be under the direction of the Winne- 
bago County engineer, L. L. Clement, and E. A. Pfiester; that the Board 
recommend to the Executive Council the continuation of the plan of 
road in Pilot Knob Park to the south entrance and that not to exceed 
$500 be appropriated for building it and made available when Hancock 
County provides for building their highway to the south entrance; that 
Mrs. MeNider and Dr. Pammel be authorized to provide technical land- 
scape talent to locate highways in Backbone Park and that the Execu- 
tive Council be requested to approve the necessary expenditures there- 
for; that the Executive Council be requested to set aside $150 for the 
construction of outhouses in Theodore F. Clark Park; that Mr. Florang 
of Burlington be requested to advise the Board whether options can be 
obtained on the Starr’s Cave area, and if so at what price, and whether 
any of it will have to be condemned, and if options can be secured that 


the Executive Council be requested to proceed to acquire what can be 


got without litigation and with the funds available, and that the Board 
recommends that if desirable portions can not be acquired without con- 
demnation that the Board recommends condemnation; that it is the 
judgment of the Board that no concessions should be granted in the 
state parks in 1923. 

Motions.—Motions in substance as follows were adopted: That all 
further correspondence on the Clinton Merrick Park be referred to the 
attorney-general; that Prof. Carter of Parsons College be allowed to 
let his students occupy some of the vacant buildings on Lacey-Keosau- 
qua Park during their prospective visit there; that the custodians of 
Fort Atkinson and Theodore F. Clark parks be authorized to get 
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necessary mowing done in their parks previous to July 1; that the matter 
of the acquisition of the Hamburg area be referred to the Board of 
Conservation after July 4; that when the deferred draft and abstracts 
relating to the Fort Defiance area arrive that the secretary is directed 
to submit them to the Executive Council with the request the area be 
taken over; that the Executive Council be requested to send a repre- 
sentative to the parks where there are partition fence difficulties to care 
for the difficulties; that owing to the state of funds available that no 
further consideration be given to the Dexfield Park area and that 
Mr. Harlan’s report of last meeting be recalled; that Mrs. McNider 
be authorized to negotiate for the purchase or lease of the Anderson 
tract adjoining Pilot Knob Park; that the Board do not allow an oil 
filling station in Backbone Park; that the bill of H. L. Taylor for $100 
for the use of gates and roadway on his land by the public visiting 
Pilot Knob Park be referred to Mrs. McNider; that Dr. Carpenter of 
Rock Rapids be requested to investigate and report on the matter of 
the use by cattle owners of Gitchie Manitou Park, and to terminate said 
use of the park as pasture; that the matter of leasing the Signa Nu 
house on Palisades Park be referred to Mrs. MceNider and Secretary 
Johnson and that they be authorized to ask the attorney-general for 
an opinion on whether the Board can properly lease the building to a 
private party; on Mrs, McNider reporting on signs and rules for the 
parks the subject was referred to her and Dr. Pammel with power to 
act; that Mrs. McNider, Dr. Pammel, and Senator Haskell be ap- 
pointed a committee to report to the June meeting on the feasibility 
of employing a general park superintendent. 

Miscellaneous.—Dr. Pammel and L. L. Clement filed reports on Liz- 
zard Lake; fencing matters in the parks were referred to Secretary 
Johnson; the secretary is directed to communicate to the custodians the 
direction of the Board of March 9, 1923, concerning old buildings 
and additional materials; the Board asks that when the Executive Coun- 
cil is making a transfer of lands at Eagle Lake and at Silver Lake 
that it call in a member of this Board; Mr.Harlan made a verbal report 
on the Clark area near Albia; Dr. Pammel filed reports on Farmington 
and Lacey-Keosauqua parks. 


June 8, 1923 


Resolutions.—Resolutions in substance as follows were adopted: That 
the local committee from Winterset headed by Senator E. M. Smith be 
requested to take options on a sufficient area of the lands usually de- 
nominated the Devil’s Backbone in Madison County to form a nucleus 
of a state park, that Dr. Pammel, Mrs. McNider, and Mr. Harlan be a 
committee to co-operate with the local committee in drawing a report 
to the Board at its next meeting, and that the state of the funds avail- 
able be taken into consideration in making the report; that Dr. Pammel 
and Mrs. McNider be made a committee to visit Rice Lake, and that 
Rice Lake is hereby declared a state park; that the Pine Cake Country 
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Club of Eldora be granted for twenty-five years the free use of a 
certain small portion of the Eldora-Steamboat Rock State Park as a 
part of their golf course, under certain specific reservations as set out 
in these minutes; that Prof. E. A. Pfiester be authorized to indicate on 
the map an extension of the road within Pilot Knob State Park to con- 
nect with a road to be built by Hancock County to the south entrance 
of the park; that when the attorney-general renders his opinion and 
the Executive Council commissions some one to act for it, that said rep- 
resentative be authorized to contract for the construction of the state’s 
part of all fences on the boundaries of the state parks not in contro- 
versy, and that in the absence of other specifications, all said fencing 
shall be in accordance with the specifications of the right of way fencing 
of the C. & N. W. Ry. Co.; that the Executive Council is hereby re- 
quested to set aside a contingent fund to be used for petty park ex- 
penses for the secretary’s use in meeting immediate necessities where 
each purchase does not exceed $10.00. 


Motions—Motions were adopted in substance as follows: That Dr. 
Pammel, with Pearse & Robinson, landscape architects, be authorized 
to visit Devil’s Backbone and co-operate with the local committee to 
indicate desirable boundaries for the area contemplated in the resolu- 
tion of the Board of this date; that W. G. McCornack be authorized to 
employ Mr. Daniels of Traer to survey the highway through Theodore 
F. Clark Park; that the secretary be authorized to purchase a 26x44 
multiplex fixture with twenty wings in which to mount maps and pictures 
of the state parks, the cost not to exceed $250; that the custodians be 
required to report in writing to the secretary once in six months con- 
cerning conditions, attendance, etc., in their respective parks; that the 
motion by which a resolution was adopted at the last meeting, May 
11, by which all applications for concessions in the parks were to be 
rejected, be reconsidered, and that A. D. Owenby, a World War veteran 
who had a store in the Backbone State Park last year, be allowed to 
conduct the store this season on the same terms as last year, $25.00 per 
month; that the question of concessions in Dolliver Memorial Park be 
referred to the new Board; that Dr. Pammel be authorized to employ 
Pearse & Robinson to make a preliminary examination and study of 
Dolliver Memorial Park; that the report of Dr. Pammel on the Reese 
tract near Keokuk be accepted and that the tract be not now consid- 
ered for acquisition; that the report of Mrs. McNider on the preserva- 
tion of the timber on the Anderson tract adjoining Pilot Knob State 
Park, whereby it appears Mr. Anderson will not lease the land, but 
will sell it for $200 per acre, and that he is gradually cutting off the 
timber, be accepted and the committee continued; that the secretary be 
directed to inform Hon. W. C. Edson of Storm Lake, who has written 
the Board for advice and assistance in protecting the shores of Storm 
Lake from erosion and the lake from filling, that the Board will meet 
at Storm Lake June 23, and will then give consideration to the subject. 
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Epwarp H. Sries was born at Granby, Connecticut, October 3, 1836, 
and died at Pasadena, California, May 9, 1921. He removed to Wapello 
County, Iowa, in 1856 and taught school the following winter. He studied 
law with Colonel S. W. Summers of Ottumwa, was admitted to the bar 
in 1857, and formed a partnership with Colonel Summers. In 1858 he 
was elected a member of the Ottumwa City Council and in 1859 became 
city counsel. The fall of 1860 he stumped for Douglas but after the 
Rebellion commenced he became a Republican. In 1863 he was elected 
representative and served in the Tenth General Assembly. In 1865 he 
was elected senator and served in the Eleventh General Assembly, but 
resigned as senator in 1866 as he had been nominated by the Republican 
state convention for reporter of the Supreme Court, and elected, the 
first to be elected to that position, his predecessors having been ap- 
pointed by the court. He was re-elected two years later, served in all 
four years, and published sixteen volumes of reports. With his prede- 
cessor, Thomas F. Withrow, he prepared and published in 1874-79 in 
four volumes a “Digest of Decisiens of the Supreme Court of Iowa,” 
from the earliest territorial times down to the date of publication. In 
1883 he was the Republican candidate for Congress in the Sixth District 
against General James B. Weaver, who defeated him by a few votes. 
For some twenty years he was the local attorney for the Chicago, Bur- 
lington & Quincy Railroad Company and the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railway Company. In 1886 he removed to Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, and for several years was a partner of ex-Governor Thomas T. 
Crittenden in the practice of law. In 1892 he was appointed master in 
chancery for the western division of Missouri of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court. He retired from practice in 1911 and removed to Pasa- 
dena, California. After going there he prepared and published in 1916 
“Recollections and Sketches of Notable Lawyers and Public Men of 
Early Iowa,’ an amdirable and carefully written volume of several 
hundred pages. 


FrepericK ‘Townsenp was born at Albia, Iowa, July 1, 1863, and died | 
at his home in that city, November 13, 1918. He attended public school 
in Albia, the University of Michigan, and was graduated from the Law 
Department of the latter in 1888. He commenced the practice of law 
at El Paso, ‘Texas, but in 1890 returned to Albia and practiced there, 
being the senior member of the firm of Townsend & Miller. He was an 
able and conscientious lawyer. He was county attorney of Monroe 
County in 1891 and 1892. In 1899 he was elected senator and served in 
the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth general assemblies. He served on 
the board of education and on the library board of Albia and was city 
attorney at the time of his death. He was a Democrat in politics. 
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Senator Townsend is an example, too infrequently identified in Iowa, 
of illustrious kinship. His father, John Selby Townsend, was a fine 
character, a good lawyer, a member of the House in the Fourth Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1852, and a distrcit judge in 1853-7 and 1859-62. The 
mother of Senator Townsend was a daughter of Dr. John D. Elbert, 
who was a member of the Legislative Council of Iowa Territory for the 
Fifth and Sixth sessions, being president during the Fifth Session. 
John D. Elbert was descended from Maryland landed proprietors who 
held their grants from Lord Calvert, a patent so showing having passed 
down to Senator Townsend. John D. Elbert was also the father of 
Leroy S. Elbert, a graduate of West Point in the class of 1861, who rose 
to the rank of captain but died of disease in 1863; of Benjamin F. 
Elbert of Des Moines, a member of the Thirteenth General Assembly, 
1870; and of Samuel H. Elbert who practiced law at Portsmouth, Ne- 
braska, was a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1860, 
was a member of the Nebraska Territorial Council in 1861, was ap- 
pointed secretary of Colorado Territory in 1862, was a member of Colo- 
rado Territorial Legislature in 1869, was appointed governor of that 
territory in 1873, became a justice of the Supreme Court of the new 
state in 1876, serving as such until 1889, being chief justice from 1880 
to 1883. 


Davi Ortanpv Srone was born at Belpre, Washington County, Ohio, 
February 25, 1864, and died while in attendance at the General Assembly 
at Des Moines, Iowa, February 18, 1921. Burial was at Hawarden, Iowa. 
In 1867 he was brought by his parents in their removal to Cherokee 
County, Iowa, and in 1868 to Calliope, Sioux County. He was edu- 
eated in common schools and at fourteen years of age commenced to 
learn the printer’s trade in the office of the Siouw County Herald at 
Orange City. He later was employed as a printer at Rock Valley and 
Hull. In December, 1880, his father established the Independent at 
Calliope and two months later died, when the entire management of the 
paper devolved upon the son, then only seventeen years old. He thus 
became the youngest editor in the state. When the Northwestern rail- 
way was built into that vicinity in 1882 Hawarden was established, and 
there sprang up intense rivalry between Calliope and Hawarden. Editor 
Stone valiantly contended for his home town, but eventually yielded to 
the inevitable and in 1887 removed the Independent to Hawarden. He 
was postmaster at Hawarden from 1895 to 1899, was a member of the 
Hawarden Board of Education, and in 1914 was elected representative. 
He was re-elected in 1916, 1918, and 1920, thus being a member of the 
Thirty-sixth, Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth general assemblies, and 
was starting on a very useful service in the Thirty-ninth, being chair- 
man of the Appropriations Committee. His common sense and integrity 
made possible his successful forty years’ editorship of his newspaper 
and his place of large influence in the House. 
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Joun F. Grover was born at Hartleton, Union County, Pennsylvania, 
September 16, 1845, and died at Sibley, Iowa, January 17, 1921. He 
was taken by his parents, William and Eliza Glover, in their removal to 
Stephenson County, Illinois, in 1846. He was living at Monroe, Wis- 
consin, when the Civil War began and in 1864 enlisted in Company D, 
Thirty-eighth Wisconsin Infantry, but was later transferred to Com- 
pany F. He was promoted to sergeant and then to second lieutenant. 
After the war he resumed his studies and was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1871, 
and that of Master of Arts in 1874. In 1869 he purchased some govern- 
ment land in Lyon County, Iowa. In 1871 he remoyed to Osceola 
County, Iowa. He served this county as clerk of the District Court from 
January, 1873, to January, 1876. He was elected representative in 1875 
and served in the Sixteenth General Assembly. In 1878 he was admitted 
to the bar. He was mayor of Sibley in 1891-94. In 1908 he was or- 
dained a minister by the Congregational church and served as a supply 
minister in Iowa, Minnesota, and Missouri. In his early life he had 
newspaper experience on the Sibley Gazette and the Sheldon Mail. In 
his later life he wrote much for the press, especially for the Sioux City 
Journal. He was an active Republican and a public-spirited and useful 
citizen. 


Amos Hiarr was born near New Lexington, Ohio, November 23, 1843, 
and died at Seattle, Washington, January 1, 1921. He removed with his 
parents to the vicinity of Oskaloosa, Iowa, in 1857. On August 17, 
1862, he enlisted in Company D, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, was pro- 
moted to corporal, sergeant, second lieutenant, and, during the siege of 
Mobile, performed the duties of captain, and was mustered out at New 
Orleans, July 17, 1865. In 1866 he entered the State University of 
Iowa and was graduated therefrom in 1870. He taught algebra in the 
University two years, was principal of the Brooklyn schools for a year, 
1871-2, was county superintendent of schools of Johnson County in 
1873-4, was principal of the Anamosa schools in 1875-6, was principal 
of the Iowa City Academy from 1877 to 1883, and in 1885 became super- 
intendent of the East Des Moines schools, continuing as such eighteen 
years, or until 1903. He was an able, conscientious, and successful 
school man and endeared himself to great numbers of young people. 
The Amos Hiatt Junior High School, in East Des Moines, was named 
in his honor. In 1903 he removed to Ceres, California, and engaged in 
fruit raising. His death occurred while temporarily with his son at 
Seattle. The body was cremated and the ashes deposited at Los Angeles. 


Joun Arex Youne was born in Rush County, Indiana, July 29, 1838, 
and died April 20, 1921, at Colfax, Iowa, where he was temporarily 
staying at the home of his daughter. Burial was at Washington, Iowa. 
In 1843 he was brought by his parents, James N. and Sally (Eyestone) 
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Young, when they removed to Washington County, Iowa. He attended 
country school and was three years at Iowa Wesleyan College, Mount 
Pleasant. In 1857 he commenced teaching, and followed that vocation 
until 1860 when he began farming. He enlisted in Company A, Twenty- 
fifth Iowa Infantry, and was appointed second lieutenant August 15, 
1862, was promoted to first lieutenant June 11, 1863, and to captain 
June 12, 1864. He was twice wounded, was with Sherman’s Army in 
its march to the sea, and was in the grand review at Washington, D. C., 
at the end of the war. He then returned home and resumed farming. 
In 1871 he was elected county auditor of Washington County and served 
two years. In January, 1874, he became assistant cashier of the Wash- 
ington National Bank, and in 1878 was promoted to cashier, which posi- 
tion he held for thirty-two years, or until 1910, when he resigned. His 
success as a banker was exceptional. He served as mayor of Washing- 
ton in 1879 and 1880. In 1901 he was elected senator and served in the 
Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, and Thirty-first general assemblies, where he 
ranked as a useful member. 


Joun R. Catpweit was born at Arch Spring, Pennsylvania, January 
28, 1856, and died at Toledo, Iowa, February 16, 1921. Burial was at 
Spruce Creek, Pennsylvania. He was the son of Israel and Rebecca 
Caldwell. When he was seven years old his parents removed to Phila- 
delphia and he attended public school in that city, and later, Logan 
Academy at Bellwood. He taught school in Huntington and Blair 
counties, removed to Iowa in 1877, and was principal of the Dysart 
public schools from 1879 to 1883. He was graduated from the Law De- 
partment of the State University of Iowa in 1884 and that year entered 
on the practice of law at Toledo. In 1886, by appointment of Governor 
Larrabee, he acted as one of the commissioners to locate the Soldiers’ 
Home, now at Marshalltown. He was Tama County’s first county at- 
torney, serving from 1887 to 1890 inclusive. In December, 1891, Gov- 
ernor Boies appointed him district judge of the Seventeenth Judicial 
District to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of L. G. Kinne 
who had been elected a member of the Supreme Court. At the next 
election, November, 1892, he was elected for the remainder of the term, 
and served to the end of 1894. He then resumed practice at Toledo 
which he continued until shortly before his death. 


Grorce Bourpmtti0on Stewart was born in Burlington, Iowa, June 16, 
1865, and died in Fort Madison, January 21, 1921. He was the only son 
of Rey. George D. and Emily (Walker) Stewart, the father being a 
prominent Presbyterian minister. The family removed to Fort Madison 
in 1877. There young Stewart attended public school, later went to 
Lake Forest Academy, Lake Forest, Illinois, and later pursued a class- 
ical course in the University of Pennsylvania. He took a law course in 
the University of Michigan from which he was graduated in 1888. He 
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then formed a partnership with S. M. Casey at Fort Madison and 
commenced the practice of law. This partnership lasted until Mr. 
Casey’s death in 1903, after which Mr. Stewart practiced alone. In 1899 
he was appointed assistant United States attorney for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Iowa, and served in that position fourteen years, being under 
District Attorneys Lewis Miles and M. L. Temple. He was local attor- 
ney for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, and also 
represented the Mississippi River Power Company, the Green Bay 
Drainage Company, the Fort Madison Gas Company, the Fort Madison 
Street Railway Company, and many other corporations. He was an 
able lawyer, was a Republican in politics, and was active and influential 
in local and state affairs. 


Gerorce Marrin Curtis was born at Oxford, New York, April 1, 1844, 
and died at Clinton, Iowa, February 9, 1921. He removed with his 
parents to Ogle County, Illinois, in 1856. He was reared 6n a farm and 
educated in common schools and Rock River Seminary, Mount Morris, 
Illinois. From 1863 to 1865 he clerked in a store in Rochelle, Illinois, 
and for two years was in merchandising business in Courtland, Illinois. 
In 1867 he removed to Clinton, Iowa, and engaged in the manufacture 
of doors, blinds, and lumber. His brother, Charles F. Curtis, was asso- 
ciated with him in the firm of Curtis Bros. & Co. He was also inter- 
ested in banking at Clinton. He was a natural leader and early took 
an interest in public affairs. In 1887 he was elected representative and 
served in the Twenty-second General Assembly. For twelve years the 
Second District had been represented in Congress by a Democrat, but 
in 1894 the Republicans nominated Mr. Curtis, and he was elected, and 
was re-elected two years later, but declined to be a candidate again. 
He was a delegate to the Republican national conventions of 1892, 1904, 
and 1916, and was a member of the Iowa Commission to the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition of 1904. 


Frank G. Crark was born in Vermont, April 17, 1838, and died in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, February 8, 1921. He enlisted as a private in 
Company G, Sixteenth Vermont Infantry, and was promoted to first 
lieutenant. In 1864 he was graduated from Middlebury College, Mid- 
dlebury, Vermont, then read law with Hon. P. 'T. Washburn, afterwards 
governor of Vermont, at Woodstock, Vermont, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1866. Shortly thereafter he removed to Belle Plaine, Iowa, and 
commenced practice. In 1871 he was elected representative from Ben- 
ton County, and served in the Fourteenth General Assembly. In 1876 
he removed to Cedar Rapids and practiced law there until shortly before 
his death. At one time he was a member of the Cedar Rapids City 
Council. In 1918 he was commander of the Loyal Legion of Iowa. Dur- 
ing the last fourteen years of his life he was referee in bankruptcy for 
the Northern District of Iowa. He was an influential lay member of 
the Congregational church and was active in Y. M. C. A. work. 
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Jane Crark Kirkwoop was born in Richland County, Ohio, September 
1, 1821, and died at Iowa City, Iowa, April 28, 1921. She taught school 
a short time and on December 27, 1843, was married to Samuel J. Kirk- 
wood, then a young lawyer of Mansfield, the county seat of their county. 
In 1855, following her brother Ezekiel Clark, they removed to Iowa City, 
Iowa, where Mr. Kirkwood became a miller and farmer, when he was 
called into public life first as state senator, then governor, United States 
senator, and secretary of the Interior Department. Mrs. Kirkwood ac- 
companied her husband, being a worthy helpmeet, whether their home 
was at Mansfield, Iowa City, Des Moines, or Washington. After the 
death of her husband on September 1, 1894, she continued to live in 
Iowa City. While she had no children of her own, her affections and 
ministrations extended to others, and she was universally loved. She 
retained her faculties and her interest in public affairs, and cast her 
vote in November, 1920, for president. 


Marruew C. Marruews was born in Dubuque, Iowa, January 1, 1862, 
and died at his home in that city, January 13, 1921. He was a son of 
Dr. N. B. Matthews. He obtained his early education at St. Raphael’s 
Parochial School in Dubuque, completing the course, then went to Ire- 
land and was graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, and returned to 
Dubuque and was soon admitted to the bar. He was county attorney 
of Dubuque County from 1891 to 1897 and was district judge from 
1899 to 1910. On leaving the bench he resumed and continued the prac- 
tice of law until shortly before his death. He was active in a large 
number of fraternal and religious organizations, and was especially 
prominent in the order of the Knights of Columbus. He was a mem- 
ber of the board of education, a trustee of the public library, and during 
the World War served as county food administrator, and member of the 
Council of Defense. 


Henry Bruce Scorr was born in Peru, Indiana, March 15, 1839, and 
died at Burlington, Iowa, February 22, 1921. Burial was at Framing- 
ham, Massachusetts. He attended Harvard College four years and 
was attending law school there in 1861 when he enlisted in the Union 
Army. At different times he served on the staffs of General George 
H. Gordon, General Benjamin F. Butler, and General E. O. C. Ord. 
In January, 1865, he was appointed major of the Fourth Massachu- 
setts Cavalry and the following April was promoted to lieutenant- 
colonel, and remained such until he was mustered out in November, 1865. 
After the war he spent three years in Florida raising cotton, then came 
to Burlington, Iowa, and entered the employ of Charles E. Perkins, 
president of the Burlington railroad, being given charge of the road’s 
land interests. At the time of his death he was one of the few veterans 
remaining who were witnesses of Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appa- 


mattox. 
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Aprauam C. Reck was born in Stark County, Ohio, April 3, 1834, 
and died at Spokane, Washington, March 31, 1921. The body was 
some weeks later interred at Allerton, Iowa. In 1854 he removed to 
Garden Grove, Decatur County, Iowa. In 1855 he removed to the 
southeast part of the county and for ten years or more ran a grist 
mill and a saw-mill. Soon after the war he removed to a farm in Wayne 
County. In 1871 he with P. M. Phillips, as Phillips & Reck, engaged 
in dry goods business in Allerton. About ten years later he withdrew 
from the firm and with J. B. Rankin, as Reck & Rankin, entered the 
drug business in Allerton. For several years he was editor and pub- 
lisher of the Allerton News. In 1879 he was elected representative and 
served in the Eighteenth General Assembly. At one time he served as 
mayor of Allerton and at another as justice of the peace. In 1912 he 
removed to Des Moines, and in 1918 to Spokane, Washington. 


Hiram Crusan Bisnor was born near West Union, Iowa, March 10, 
1852, and died at a hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota, March 22, 1921. 
Burial was at Elkader, Iowa. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 
P. Bishop, natives of Kentucky. He was educated in the rural schools 
and at Ainsworth Academy, West Union, and at Upper Iowa Univer- 
sity, Fayette. He taught school several years in Fayette and Clayton 
counties and was county superintendent of Clayton County from 1888 
to 1894. In 1893 he established the Clayton County Democrat, and con- 
tinued as its editor and publisher until his death. He was a Democrat 
in politics and in 1899 was elected senator and served in the Twenty- 
eighth and Twenty-ninth general assemblies. He was a man of large in- 
fluence in his county and was a good legislator. 


Lurner Brown was born in Ellsworth, Mahoning County, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 10, 1838, and died at Pensacola, Florida, January 19, 1921. Burial 
was in the National Cemetery near there. He went with his parents 
on their removal to Patch Grove, Wisconsin, when a small boy. He 
entered Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1860, but before completing 
his course volunteered in the Twentieth Wisconsin Infantry and served 
three years in the war. On returning he finished his course at Rush 
Medical College and entered the medical practice at Postville, Iowa, 
in 1866. In 1875 he was elected representative from Allamakee County 
and served in the Sixteenth General Assembly. In 1890 he removed to 
Rockford, Iowa, where he resided until his death, spending several win- 
ters during this time in the South. 


Hvuen M. Pickers was born in Henry County, Iowa, December 23, 
1841, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, March 17, 1921. He enlisted in 
Company D, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, October 2, 1861, was promoted to 
first lieutenant July 20, 1863, and was mustered out at Atlanta, Georgia, 
August 8, 1865. He resided in Mount Pleasant until 1871, when he re- 
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moved to Boise, Idaho, and in 1874, to Des Moines, Iowa. He followed 
the vocation of hardware salesman, but in 1894 Governor Jackson ap- 
pointed him a deputy oil inspector. He continued in this service fifteen 
years, or until 1909, being chief inspector from 1905. He was active 
and influential in Grand Army circles, local, state and national. 


Smion Miniter was born near Dickeyville, Grant County, Wisconsin, 
February 5, 1861, and died at Dubuque, Iowa, April 22, 1920. His early 
life was spent on the farm and in school. In 1886 he removed to Du- 
buque and followed the vocation of teamster, became identified with 
the teamsters’ union as their financial officer and business agent, and 
also becaine a member of the executive board and auditing committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Iowa of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. 
He became influential in organized labor circles, because of his con- 
servatism and good judgment. In 1906 he was elected representative 
and was re-elected three times thereafter, serving in the Thirty-second, 
Thirty-third, Thirty-fourth, and Thirty-eighth general assemblies. 


E. B. Hietey was born at Windham, Ohio, October 24, 1832, and died 
at Mason City, Iowa, March 13, 1920. He was buried at his native 
town. He removed to Mason City in 1880 and organized the E. B. Hig- 
ley Company, a produce concern of extensive business. He was a mem- 
ber of the city council of Mason City from 1898 to 1904, and of the 
Mason City Park Commission. At his death he bequeathed his home 
to Mason City to be converted into a home for elderly women, and 
named it “The Julia M. Higley Home,” in honor of his wife who had 
preceded him in death. 


Joun H. Smrre was born in the state of Delaware, February 21, 
1828, and died at Ira, Jasper County, Iowa, January 9, 1915. He re- 
moved with his parents to Michigan in 1832 and to Jasper County, Iowa, 
in 1857. He taught school awhile and worked as a carpenter. He en- 
listed in Company K, Twenty-eighth Iowa Infantry, and was mustered 
out in 1865 as orderly sergeant. He was elected representative from 
Jasper County in 1885 and served in the Twenty-first General Assembly. 
He materially assisted in the legislation establishing the Iowa Soldiers’ 


Home. 


Samvuext M. McCuierery was born at Somanauk, Illinois, September 26, 
1852, and died at Washington, Iowa, February 12, 1918. He was brought 
by his people to Washington County, Iowa, in 1864, where he lived until 
his death. He followed the vocation of farmer and stock dealer. In 
1900 he was elected a member of the board of supervisors, and was re- 
elected, serving in all nine years. In 1908 he was elected representative 
and re-elected two years later, serving in the Thirty-third and Thirty- 
fourth general assemblies. 
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Wim E. Opett was born at Rensselaer, Indiana, September 19, 
1849, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, May 7, 1920. He came with his 
parents to McGregor, Iowa, in 1858. He was graduated with honors 
from the Wisconsin State University and read law in the office of his 
father, Hon. Elijah Odell, of McGregor. His father died in 1874 and 
left him in charge of an extensive practice. He removed to Des Moines 
in 1892 as local attorney for the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Com- 
pany, and built up a large general practice, retiring from active prac- 
tice in 1906. He was an able, educated and cultured man. 


Joun McKay was born in Scotland in 1843, and died at his home in 
Des Moines, Iowa, December 29, 1916. He was a coal miner by trade. 
He came to America in 1864. He was employed as a coal miner at 
Fort Dodge and at Angus, becoming a mine manager at the latter place. 
He came to Des Moines in 1892. In 1897 he was elected a member of 
the city council. He served as county treasurer in 1900, 1901 and 1902, 
resigning in January, 1903, to become postmaster at Des Moines. He 
served in that position four years, going out in March, 1907. 

ArexANvberR Morrir was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, April 24, 
1828, and died at his home near Mechanicsville, Iowa, November 20, 
1917. He came to America with his parents in 1840, reaching Cedar 
County on November 20. In 1852 he, with two companions, outfitted 
a wagon and with six yoke of oxen, crossed the plains to California. 
He returned two years later, taking six months to make the trip. He 
became a very successful farmer and stockman. He held various school 
and township offices, was a member of the Cedar County Board of Su- 
pervisors and in 1875 was elected representative and served in the Six- 
teenth General Assembly. 


Davin Hamitron Scorr was born in Fleming County, Kentucky, June 
27, 1825, and died at his home in Albia, Iowa, December 21, 1918. He 
removed to Monroe County in 1850, and followed the vocation of farmer. 
In 1862 he volunteered in Company A, Thirty-sixth Iowa Infantry, be- 
came first sergeant and was promoted to second lieutenant. Tll health 
caused him to resign in 1864, In 1895 he was elected representative and 


served in the Twenty-sixth General Assembly, both the regular and the 
extra sessions. 


Jesse J. Wart was born in Tennessee, September 3, 1831, and died 
at his home in Centerville, Iowa, December 6, 1916. He removed to 
Appanoose County, Iowa, when a young man, and engaged in farming. 
In 1879 he was elected state senator and served in the Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth general assemblies. In 1895 he removed to Centerville. He 
was a Democrat in politics until the last few years of his life when he 
affiliated with the Socialist party. 


GEORGE BANKHEAD 
Died in service, 1863, age 23 years, 


From a daguerreotype of 1862. 


